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 “Lighting the Path to Service” 

 
November is an exciting month for our members who enjoy deer 
hunting.  Also, we have Thanksgiving—a chance for us to get 
together with our families and friends.  It is a time to give thanks 
for all the blessings we have.  As Lions, we are blessed with the 
opportunity to serve others in need—to make “Miracles Through 
Service” happen! 
 
All clubs need to file an IRS report 990 by November 15. 
 
If you club is sponsoring Peace Posters, please make sure they 
are sent to me, DG Judy Loken, by November 15.  They must 
be postmarked on or before that date. 
 
We have our second round of zone meetings in November.  It is important that both the President 
and Secretary attend along with other members.  The zone chairs will be giving out important infor-
mation obtained from the cabinet meetings and other sources.  Also, you will have a chance to 
learn about MERLO and our other Lions’ programs.  You will meet other Lions from your zone so 
you can share some laughs and have some fun. 
 
If your club wishes to nominate someone for the Hall of Fame Award, please complete the applica-
tion and return it to DG Judy Loken with a check for $150.00 by December 31.  If your applicant 
does not win, the check will be returned. 
 
Also, applications for the 2009 Regional Lions Leadership Institute are available from me or on the 
MD5M website and are due without fees by December 1, 2008. 
 
We are looking for candidates for the positions of 1st and 
2nd Vice District Governors.  If you are interested in one of 
the positions, you need to send me a letter of intention to run 
and an endorsement letter as soon as possible. 
 
Frank and I wish you a very Happy Thanksgiving! 
 
 
 
DG Judy Loken 
 
  

"Let us remember that, as much 
has been given us, much will be 
expected from us, and that true 

homage comes from the heart as 
well as the lips, and shows itself in 

deeds."         

Theodore Roosevelt 

A MESSAGE FROM THE DISTRICT GOVERNOR 

 NOVEMBER 2008 
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 Membership 
It appears that the subject of membership is always in front of 
us.  Most of us as Lions have heard numerous presentations 
about encouraging expanding membership in the Lions organi-
zation. 

This past week I heard an adjective that sounded new in rela-
tionship to membership…Quality Membership. 
When I heard the quality word, I immediately thought of the 
word commitment.  Are the new members we are recruiting 
willing to commit to doing what needs to be done to continue 
the Lions tradition?  

Most of us have recruited new members in our clubs.  A couple 
of years ago Lion Larry Schul and others fostered the “Proud 
Lion and Proud Sponsor” concept.  In my opinion, this was 
an element of “quality membership” 

For those of you who aren’t familiar with the program, it is an 
attempt to encourage the fostering of inducting and mentoring 
new Lion members into the local clubs.  This concept also en-
courages an expanded Lions knowledge of Lionism in the dis-
trict and international operations.  The Proud Lion and Proud 
Sponsor program provides for a structure for an all inclusive 
exposure of Lions operations in the context of the “buddy” sys-
tem”. 

For many of us, we have brought in new members and 
“dropped” them into our local club and assume they will find 
their way.  Not every new member is blessed with that kind of 
initiative and curiosity.  As a result, several new members 
leave in the first few years because they don’t feel welcome or 
find the view from the “outside” too confusing. 

With a little effort we can 
fix that! 

Have you earned your 
Proud Sponsor award? 

           VDG Jim 

NEWS FROM OUR  
VICE DISTRICT GOVERNOR 

FIRST VICE DISTRICT GOVERNOR 
Specific Duties: 

A. Further the purposes of the association. 

B. Perform administration duties assigned by the Dis-
trict Governor (DG) and accept and complete other 
duties required by the Board of Directors of LCI. 

C. Attend cabinet meetings. 

D. Preside at cabinet meetings and other meetings in 
the absence of the DG and participate in council 
meetings as appropriate. 

E. Assist the DG in identifying opportunities and 
challenges facing the district and in developing 
long-term strategies to strengthen and grow the 
district. 

F. Conduct club visitations when requested by the 
DG. 

G. Work with the District MERLO team and Conven-
tion committees and assist them in reaching their 
goals for the year. 

H. Supervise other district committees at the request 
of the DG. 

I. Participate in the planning of the following year 
including the district budget. 

J. Become familiar with the responsibilities of the 
district governor. 

* * * * * 

SECOND VICE DISTRICT GOVERNOR 
Qualifications: 

A. The same qualifications that apply to the first Vice 
District Governor. 

Specific Duties: 

A. Further the purpose of the association. 

B. Work with other district officers to promote mem-
bership growth, new club organization and member 
retention. 

C. Attend cabinet meetings. 

D. Preside at cabinet and other meetings in the ab-
sence of the DG and 1st VDG. 

E. Monitor the health of clubs by reviewing the mem-
bership reports; develop action steps to assist de-
clining clubs in coordination with the zone chairs 
and the MERLO team. 

F. Assist in preparation of the budget and other mat-
ters to be continued in the following year. 

G. Supervise appropriate district committees as re-
quested by the district governor. 

H. Accept and complete other duties as assigned by 
the district governor. 

I. Become familiar with the responsibilities of the 
DG and VDG. 
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WANTED:    YOU!!   
FOR:    AN UNBELIEVABLE OPPORTUNITY  
WHAT:   2009 Regional Lions Leadership Institute 
WHEN:   April 16-19, 2009 
WHERE:    Shooting Star Convention Center in Mahnomen, MN 
 
 We are looking for Lions from your district to attend the 2009 Regional Lions Leadership Institute!  Lions 
that are selected as participants in the Institute must be in good standing in a Lions Club and may not be a 
Vice District Governor, District Governor, Past District Governor, International Director, or Past International 
Director. 
 
The $150 fee for the Leadership Institute includes the cost of materials, facility, staff, and three (3) meals.  
Room costs and additional meals are not included.  However, a $100 rebate from MD5M, through a grant 
from LCI, will be given to each participant that completes the program. Participants must be available to at-
tend all sessions beginning on Thursday evening and ending Sunday afternoon. 
  
Each district has the opportunity to send six (6) participants; however, if other districts do not meet their allot-
ment, your district may send additional Lions.  The Institute will have a maximum of 72 participants. 
  
Applications are available from your District Governor or on the MD5M Website and are due (without fees) 
by December 1, 2008.  Your District Governor will then make the final participant selection. 
  
Institute graduates from your district will tell you that the Regional Lions Leadership Institute is beneficial for 
you in every facet of your life and not just in your role as a Lion. 
 
If you have questions concerning the Institute, please feel free to contact: 
Lion Keith Johnson – kmjohn@hutchtel.net 
Lion Mary Ferleman – tomar73@charter.net 
 
We look forward to giving YOU this UNBELIEVABLE OPPORTUNITY!! 

Qualifications for the Office of Vice District Governor 
A Candidate for the office of Vice District Governor shall: 

a.  Be an Active Member in good standing of a chartered Lions Club in good standing in District 5M8 

b.  Secure the endorsement of his/her club or a majority of the clubs in District 5M8. 

c.  Have served or will have served at the time he/she takes office as Vice District Governor. 

  1.  As President of a Lions club for a full term or major portion thereof, and a member of the  Board of 
Directors of a Lions club for no less than 2 additional years; and 

 2. As Zone Chair or Cabinet Secretary and/or Treasurer for a full term or major portion thereof. 

 3. With none of the above being accomplished concurrently. 
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MD5M REGIONAL LIONS LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE 

STUDENT APPLICATION FORM 

MUST BE SUBMITTED to your DISTRICT GOVERNOR no later than  

DECEMBER 1, 2008 

 

NAME:  ____________________________     DATE JOINED LIONS:  _________ 

ADDRESS:  __________________________________________________________ 

                      __________________________________________________________ 

E-MAIL ADDRESS:  ________________________     PHONE NO.:  ___________ 

CLUB NAME:  ________________________    MEMBER NUMBER:  _________ 

CURRENT OFFICE HELD:  ___________________________________________ 

OTHER OFFICES HELD:  ____________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

WHY DO YOU WISH TO ATTEND THE MD5M REGIONAL LIONS  

LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE?   (Add another page if you require more space) 

 

 

 

APPLICATION MUST BE SIGNED BY THE FOLLOWING: 

APPLICANT:  _______________________________________  DATE:  ________ 

CLUB PRESIDENT OR ZONE CHAIR:   

                        ________________________________  DATE:  _____________ 

NOTE:  If you are selected to attend the Leadership Institute. your District Governor 
will require a check for $150.00 before your registration can be forwarded to MD5M.  
Your District Governor must send the registration to MD5M Executive Secretary 
Robert Harms by January 15, 2009. 

“The Spirit of Lionism” 

2009 5M8 Convention 

February 6—8, 2009 

Registration form (see next 
page) must be sent to the 
Host Committee and the 
Room Registration are to be 
called or faxed to Craguns. 

Please promote “The First 
Timers Contest” to your club. 

Hospitality rooms must be 
reserved with the convention 
committee.  The cost is $300 
per room for the weekend.  
Contact Dave Verkullen at 
320-630-2503. 

If you club is planning any 
form of legal gambling activ-
ity, there are legal require-
ments.  Please go to the web 
site:  www.gcb.state.mn.us for 
forms and information.  If 
you have any questions or 
concerns in regards to this 
contact, Ken Retka, Conven-
tion Committee. 

Any other questions, please 
contact Bonnie Bieniek at 
320-632-9491 or email at:          
bbieniek2@hotmail.com. 

The committee is looking 
forward to seeing you at   
Craguns. 

Mini-Forum in Foley 

VDG Jim Diehl, DG Judy, 
IPDG Allen Bailey. 

Lion Donna Orstad receiv-
ing 1st in zone one and 1st 
in district Governor’s Con-
test Award for the Quarry 

Lions, Sandstone. 
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Purpose: 

To honor those Lion and Lioness members of character and substance who have demonstrated the highest level of commitment and dedication to the 
efforts of their club, district or multiple district and the motto of our association, “We Serve”. 

Award: 

There will be a maximum of one (1) recipient of the MD5M Hall of Fame Award per district, inducted into the MD5M Hall of Fame each year.  The 
award may be presented posthumously. 

The MD5M Hall of Fame Award recipients are to be inducted into the Hall of Fame at the annual MD5M Multiple District Convention during the noon 
luncheon.  This year’s honorees will be inducted at the May 1-3, 2009 MD5M Multiple District Convention in Bloomington, MN. 

MD5M Hall of Fame recipients will receive a MD5M Hall of Fame award plaque and Hall of Fame lapel pin in recognition of their induction in the 
MD5M Hall of Fame.  In addition, a complete listing of all MD5M Hall of Fame recipients will appear in the annual MD5M directory and a perpetual 
plaque, with the names of all inductees inscribed thereon, will be kept in a prominent place in the MD5M office, when available. 

The presentation of the MD5M Hall of Fame inductees will be the responsibility of the current International Director form MD5M, if there is one and 
he/she is in attendance at the MD5M Multiple District Convention. 

Criteria: 

A candidate may be a Lion or Lioness, must have been a member is good standing for at least 15 years, be at least two (2) years removed from the 
Council of Governors if a PDG.  Should have qualifications above and beyond the call of duty including social and human endeavors, and he/she 
should be of good moral character and have a good reputation in his/her community.  A nominee must be a member in good standing of a Lions or 
Lioness Club in MD5M, or must have been a member in good standing of a Lions or Lioness Club in MD5M at the time of their death. 

Process: 

A candidate may be sponsored by any Lion, Lioness, Lions Club, Lioness Club, Zone or District. 

There will be a nomination fee of $150.00 per each candidate nominated.  The nomination fee will be returned to those sponsors whose candidates are 
not elected for induction into the MD5M Hall of Fame.  The nomination fee for those selected for induction will be sent to MD5M and will be used to 
offset the cost of the award process, plaques and pin. 

Nominations, including the nomination fee, must be received by the District Governor at least 30 days prior to the District’s Mid-Winter Convention.  
(This year, the nominations for 5M8, must be received by the District Governor by December 31, 2008). 

Each individual District will annually hold an election at their Mid-Winter Convention to determine the candidate, if any, to be inducted into the Hall of 
Fame for that Lion year.  Each sponsor will have an opportunity to give a brief presentation on the merits and biographical information of their nomi-
nee prior to the election.  Those elected to be inducted into the MD5M Hall of Fame will not be announced until their induction at the MD5M Multiple 
District Convention. 

All nominations will use the standard form, no others will be accepted.  The nomination fee must be received at the time the application is received, 
otherwise the nomination will not be considered. 

All successful candidates will be inducted into the MD5M Hall of Fame at the next MD5M Multiple District Convention.  The sponsor's) and the re-
spective District Governor will ensure that the honoree or a suitable representative be in attendance at the MD5M Multiple District Convention when 
the honorees are inducted. 

MD5M Hall of Fame Nomination                           District _________________                        Date   ____________________ 

Nominee:  Name       __________________________________________ 

  Address   __________________________________________ 

                  __________________________________________ 

  Club         __________________________________________ 

Sponsor:  Name       __________________________________________ 

  Address   __________________________________________ 

                   __________________________________________ 

  Phone      __________________________________________ 

  Club        __________________________________________ 

Nominee’s Biographical Information (Lions, Community Service, Family, Work – length of service, positions/offices held, com-
mittees, service projects).  Attach additional sheet if needed. 

 

 

Why is this person being nominated for the MD5M Hall of Fame? 

 

 

Nominations must be received by the respective District Governor at least 30 days prior to the District’s annual Mid-Winter 
Convention.  A nomination fee of $150.00 must accompany this form.  Only this official form will be accepted and the nomina-
tion will only be accepted if accompanied by the nomination fee. 



REGISTRATION 

• Early registration saves you money.  
If you register be for December 31, 
2008, the fee is $100, a $50 dis-
count—Jan. 1 to May 1 will be $130 
and after May 1 it will be $150. 

• Only registered convention atten-
dees with credentials will be al-
lowed in the parade and the Min-
neapolis Convention Center. 

• There will be seminars and speak-
ers, along with a performance by 
The Beach Boys. 

• Volunteers who are registered con-
vention attendees will get an added 
bonus—a $25 rebate on their regis-
tration fee after the convention if 

they complete their volunteers re-
sponsibilities. 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITES 

• About 800 volunteers will be 
needed for the convention. 

• Volunteers will be needed for:  
Airport & Hotel Greeters, Ser-
geant-at-arms, Host Information 
Booth, Merchandise Booth, Parade 
Marshals, and Interpreters 

• www.2009LionsConvention.org 

THE “OFFICIAL VOLUNTEER” UNI-
FORM 

• Shirt—The blue “Snowman” shirt   

• Khaki pants, shorts, or skirts 

• Comfortable shoes of your choice 

• The Host Committee will provide 
to you, at no cost, a “White Hat”  

PARADE 

The LCI Convention parade will be on 
Tuesday, July 7, 2009.  PCC Keith John-
son announces that twelve bands have 
confirmed their participation so far. 

HOTEL/PARKING INFORMATION 

The delegation hotel for our District is 
the Marriott Minneapolis West at 9960 
Wayzata Blvd (Next to General Mills).  
If you are attending the convention and 
plan to stay, please indicate “I prefer my 
Delegation hotel” on the Convention 
Registration Form (attached).  

INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION INFORMATION 

IN LIONS “RE-BRANDING” OUR 
EIGHT CORE MESSAGES ARE: 

1. We are global. 

2. We serve where we live. 

3. We give 100 percent. 

4. We do it ourselves. 

5. We are rich in heritage and pride. 

6. We are in good company. 

7. We’re open. 

8. We are dedicated to sight  - and more. 

Lions Clubs IRS Filing Requirement 
Lions Clubs whose gross receipts  are normally $25,000 or less may be required to electronically submit Form 990-N, also known as 
the e-Postcard.      To access the system, go to http://epostcard.form990.org .             The filing is due by November 15.  

If your club does not qualify for the 990-N, you may have to file the 990 or 990EZ. 

Farming Lions enjoy a DG 
club visit. 

Beth Gunderson, Upsala Club, 
receive an award from DG Judy. 

Pres. Pete Dingman presents a Melvin Jones 
Award during DG visit at St. Martin & Farming.. 
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Please visit the website which will soon include a section to register to be a volunteer.  www.2009LionsConvention.org 

Publisher’s Note: 
     Please send me any fundraiser or project information, announcement or articles to me 
by the 20th of the month so that I can include them in the next newsletter.  It so exciting to 
see the wonderful activities that each club has to offer.  You can either mail them to:  Lion 
Donna Orstad, 53729 Cloverdale Road, Sandstone, MN  55072 or email at:  orstada-
cres@dishmail.net.   

     I would like to take this time to send a Thanksgiving Blessing to each of you and your 
family  may your life be filled with the blessings of family, friends and lots of love. 

     Lion Donna Orstad, Publisher 



GLOBAL MEMBERSHIP TEAM (GMT) 
What is GMT?  It is a 3 year program to add structure to membership growth.  It is a program to facilitate 
membership growth through the use of various successful programs.   

The USA has 12,936 clubs with 386,087 members.  Our Multiple District 5M (Minnesota, Manitoba and 
NW Ontario) has 23,034 members which is 94 less than we had on July 1st. 

What are our concerns?  The USA has not had a positive membership gain since 1976.  MD5M has not had a 
positive gain since the middle 1980’s.  Many clubs are becoming smaller. 

What can we do?  The easiest answer is to ask our friends and family members to join Lions.  We need our 
clubs to have a membership drive and ask the members to bring their friends and family to a meeting. 

We can inform prospective members about the International Family Unit.  The first Lion pays the full Inter-
national dues of $39 a year.  Additional members who have the same address and join the same club as the 
first Lion pay half the amount or $19.50 a year. 

Another option is to start a Club Branch which is a small group of people who become members of an exist-
ing “Parent” Lions club, but who hold meetings and conduct service activities at a location separate from the 
parent club.  The Branch Lions pay dues to the parent club and have the right to participate in their activities.  
The Family dues structure is also available in the Club Branch. 

We need to invite women into Lionism!  The total number of women Lions worldwide has grown from 
13.5% to 18% since 2003.  Just think of how many new Lions we could induct in 5M8 if we asked our 
spouses, mothers, daughters and significant others to join the “World’s Greatest Service Organization”.  We 
can have the largest growth in the Multiple District 5M if we commit to this.  Please ask a woman to join 
your club! 

Now we come to Retention.  We need to keep all the members we have!  In our Multiple 5M so far this 
year, we added 287 members, but we dropped 381 members.  In our District 5M8, we added 82 members 
and dropped 89 for a net loss of 7 members. 

We need to put an emphasis on retention and help our members get excited about being a Lion.  We need to 
make sure that our meetings are fun!  We need to stop all drops. 

Governor's 

Visits 
New members & sponsors in Staples 93 and Staples Host Clubs  Visit to Avon, Freeport, St. Rosa, & Albany Clubs 

Sauk Rapids Award winners. Lion Mary Stommes receives award from St.Joe’s president. 



5M8 District Governor
Judy Loken
PO Box 50
Sandstone, MN 55072

 
Nov 16:  Waite Park 97 Pancake Breakfast at Applebee’s 
Nov 21:  Luxemburg Lions Turkey Bingo 
Nov 22:  Sauk Rapids Salvation Army Bell Ringers 
Nov. 27:  Happy Thanksgiving to all 
Nov 29:    Region 4-Zone 3 Christmas Party 
Dec 5:  St. Joseph Y2K Bake Sale 
Dec 6:  Quarry Lions Christmas Craft Fair Lunch 
Feb. 6-8, 2009: 5M8 Mid-Winter Convention - Craguns, Brainerd 
July 6-8, 2009: International Convention,  
   Minneapolis, MN 
       

5M8 Lions Events 


