LION TRAVELER
Join us on an Adventure through Lionism—5M8!

NEWS FROM OUR DISTRICT GOVERNOR
I mentioned in my last month’s article that we would be talking about the International
Convention.
What an incredible experience.
This was my first International Convention. That may explain why I was so impressed.
I suspect that those people who have attended many International Conventions would
have been similarly impressed. The programming was impeccable. The City of Minneapolis did an excellent job of hosting the thousands of visitors that came from all
over the world. The video presentations from around the world about community service projects made you feel proud to be a Lion.
One of my themes as your District Governor is “Lionism beyond your city limits”.
My personal opinion is that unless you participate in Lions programs beyond your community, you only see a small part of the Lions movement. When you witness what Lions International is doing all over the world, you can begin to see the strength of the
whole Lions organization.
The local Lions projects are the vehicle to solicit new members and retain the enthusiasm of existing members. This is the lifeblood of the Lions culture.
In this new year, please make an effort to attend neighboring clubs meetings, zone
meetings, and the mid winter convention.
One of the concerns that I hear from Lions is about how much of our donations go the
international causes. I learned at the convention that all of the money donated to LCIF
is applied to the specific causes. The administrative effort is financed by the earnings
on investments. No donated money is used for administrative expenses.
Please submit your club visit requests as quickly as
possible. I am a City Councilman and I can not make
visits on the first and third Tuesdays of the month. The
schedule is starting to fill, so please reserve your night
as soon as possible.
The cabinet of 5M8 and myself are looking forward to
an enjoyable and productive 2009-10. Please join in
our enthusiasm.
DG Jim
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1st Vice District Governor’s Greetings
Congratulations to the new Leo Club and the new Lions Club that was chartered in July. The
Princeton PHS Leo Club (Peers Helping Society) was chartered July 19, and on July 26 the St.
Cloud Southsiders Lions Club was chartered. We wish both of these clubs many years of service
and welcome them to Lionism. Thanks to all of you who attended and helped to make these occasions memorable.
The International Convention was a great convention. Being on the inside and working at the convention, made it a greater experience. Lion Mary Kobliska from the Staples ’93 Lions and I
worked as parade marshals at the start of the parade. It was refreshing to me to get a new appreciation by hearing first time Lion Mary’s reaction to the parade and all the Lions dressed in their native attire.
Lion Frank and I also worked at the two plenary sessions as Sergeant at Arms. We were guarding
the center of the stage preventing people from going on the stage. It was an awesome experience
being that close to Colin Powell, and to the International President and Board during the plenary
sessions. Also, the Beach Boys still have it and we cheered and cheered, but we couldn’t help the
Twins win.
Thank you to all the Lions from 5M8 who helped at the convention, and all Lions for attending the
convention in Minneapolis.
The 5M-8 Mini Forum will be at Henry’s in Foley, and it will be held on October 14. Please put
that date on your calendar. We would like to have a huge turnout for the Mini Forum. More details will be available next month.
International President Eberhard Wirfs motto is “Move to Grow” and he is promoting youth programs and membership growth. Currently our Multiple is the 3rd largest in North America. With
some membership effort, we could move up to 2nd. Lions in North America, MD5M, and 5M8
have a huge membership challenge. We are being challenged to have a membership growth
throughout North American. All Clubs are asked to show a plus membership by the end of the Lions year. My challenge to you is “how long has it been since you have asked someone to become
a Lion”.
Have a good remainder of summer. See you in Foley
for the Mini Forum on October 14.
Vice District Governor Amy
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2nd Vice Viewpoint

Lions are now into the second month of the Lions year. Some clubs have had a busy summer; some
are coming back from hiatus. Hopefully all clubs have had a chance to promote membership, reten‐
tion and information about Lions during parades, fairs and other summer events. Vice District Gover‐
nor Amy has met with the Membership and Retention cabinet committee members. These commit‐
tees will be coordinating the goals to gain new Lions members and retain all members. Each Lions
club membership chair/team will have more responsibilities during the next year. Information and
contact will be frequent with these Lions. The 5M‐8 Cabinet Membership committee members are
VDG Amy and Lion Frank Voight, the Retention committee members are Lion Judy Hoofnagle and
me.
The USA‐Canada Leadership Forum, which I will be attending, is September 24‐27 in Memphis. I have
found the two forums which I previously attended to be the premier place/time/opportunity to learn
about Lionism. Future Forums will be September 23‐25, 2010 ‐ Milwaukee, Wisconsin and Septem‐
ber 22‐24, 2011 ‐ Anchorage, Alaska.
I have been teasing Lion Donna, District newsletter editor, of her unintended addition to my article in
the July Lion Traveler. The addition could not have happened to a more appropriate Lion than me. I
enjoy telling “interesting” stories (not lies, but sometimes embellishment of “true” events).
Four things you can't recover: The stone...after the throw. The word....after it's said. The occasion...after it's missed. The time...after it's gone.
District Governor Jim
standing while the oath
of office was given by
the new International
President.
Carol Deihl becomes the
First Lady of 5M8 when
PCC Frank removes her
ribbon.

PUBLISHERS CORNER:
Just a reminder to all the clubs in 5M8: If you have an event happening in your club, please sent DG
Jim or myself an email about the event and we will gladly add it to the newsletter. It is always so much
fun to attend these events. The deadline for information in the newsletter is the 20th of the month.
Also if any of the cabinet members have articles to share with the Lions of 5M8,
please send them to us. orstadacres@dishmail.net
Secretaries: When you receive the newsletter please print it out or forward it to your
members so that all your members can learn from the valuable information in each
newsletter. Thank you.
Publisher Lion Donna Orstad
August 2009
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LIONS CLUBS INTERNATIONAL
PRESIDENT’S PROGRAM FOR 2009 –2010
One of the most basic facts of nature is that it is dynamic. The visual world continually undergoes
change, both from dynamic events in the world itself,
such as the movement of trees in the wind, and from
the visual changes generated from our own activities,
such as locomotion. In other, more basic words, everything needs momentum, or movement, in order to
progress, or grow. MOVE TO GROW. It’s a very
basic concept, which can be applied to most everything. Nothing that remains static grows. It is this
basic concept—move to grow—that I have chosen as my
theme for 2009 –2010, with the ginkgo tree and leaf
as its symbol.
Have you ever seen a ginkgo tree? The ginkgo has a
long history, with ancestors extending back some 280
million years. It is one of very few plants living today
that has such a clear lineage dating back into the Paleozoic era. Fossil ginkgo leaves and petrified trunks
can be found during the Tertiary period in North
America, Europe, and Asia. It is very resilient, with an
average life span of 1,000 years, and unique in that it
has both a male and female variety in the same plant.
So why the ginkgo tree? The ginkgo is a symbol of
hope and love, and a monument of peace and environmental protection and even considered a vision
aid. The ginkgo tree has a fact been declared the
“millennium” tree. When taking into consideration
its other characteristics of esteemed heritage, longevity, adaptability, utility, sustainability, and global abundance, it’s easy to see a correlation between the gingko
at every opportunity. The sapling has to be planted
and nurtured world-wide in an appropriate manner
with good soil, sunshine and water. Like a ginkgo
tree, our programs must be a sustainable resource that
will stand the test of time. Always mindful of our
motto, ”WE SERVE,” we must continue to plant
seeds of understanding and enduring community service, and cultivate a clear and consistent message of
purpose. This involves effort, momentum, action and
NEED TO MOVE. I have learned a great deal
through Lions and from Lions. I was entrusted to
take on major challenges, and I am extremely thankful
for that chance. Now the time has come to give back.
Eberhard J. Wirfs

Our new Lions International President Eberhard J.
Wirfs and his wife Lion Margit during the Lions International Convention Parade.

MOVE TO GROW

All Clubs:
Planning has started for the Mid-Winter Convention. If one of your members has passed
away since the last convention, please email a
picture and information to:
dphogberg@scicable.com
Dave Hogberg of the Sandstone Lions will be
working on the power point presentation for
the Necrology Service at the Convention.
Thank you.

LIONS CLUBS INTERNATIONAL PRESIDENT
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THE POWER OF PEACE
22nd Annual Lions International Peace Poster Contest
The time is now! If your club has not already begun plans to participate in the 22nd
Annual Lions International Peace Poster Contest please consider participating this
year! As you can see, last years winning posters around the theme “Peace Begins with
Me” were unique and varied.
To participate, your Lions club sponsors the contest in a local school or organized
youth group. The contest is open to students 11—13 on November 15, 2009. Participating students are asked to create posters visually depicting the contest theme, “THE
POWER OF PEACE”.
One winner for each contest sponsored by your club is chosen to advance to the district governor for judging. This district winner continues on to the multiple district
competition. From there one winner is forwarded to International Headquarters for
final judging. Entries at all levels are judged on originality, artistic merit and portrayal of the theme.
Local contest winners are due to District Governor Jim Diehl by November 15, 2009.
The winner will be announced in February 2010 at the Mid-Winter Convention in
Hinckley, Minnesota.
Kits are available until October 1, 2009. To order the peace poster contest Kit (PPK1), mail or fax your order to:
Lions Clubs International
Club Supplies Sales Department
300 W 2nd Street
Oak Brook, IL 60523-8842
Fax:

630-571-0964
Peace Poster Contest Kit (PPK-1) @ US $9.95 each plus shipping and han
dling. Or visit www.lionsclubs.org and the online Lions store.

These are some of the
Peace Posters that
placed at the 92nd
International
Convention.

August 2009
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CHARTER NIGHT FOR A NEW LEO’S
CLUB
District 5M8 Lions helped charter the new PHS (Peers Helping Society) Leo club from Princeton on Sunday, July 19 at Steven’s Restaurant in Princeton. Immediate Past Council Chairperson Deborah
Harms was the guest speaker, CC Judy Loken welcomed the group,
and DG Jim Diehl installed the members and officers. The Princeton Lions are the sponsoring club with Lion Fred Dierks as advisor.

DISTRICT 5M-8
Region 1 Zone 1

USA-CANADA LEADERSHIP FORUM

DATE:

August 25, 2009

HOST CLUB:

Sturgeon Lake

September 24 - 26, 2009

TIME:

6:00 p.m. social

Memphis, Tennessee

7:00 meal/meeting
PLACE:

Rutledge Community Center

COST:

$10.00 per person

RSVP:
Club counts must be into Lion Ted Peterson- zone chair before August 11th
Our first zone meeting for Region 1 Zone 1 is being hosted
by the Sturgeon Lake Lions Club.
We look forward to a good representation from each Club
as we kick off another great year in Lionism.
Please let me know if there is anything I can assist you
with your clubs as we move forward.
I look forward to seeing you all in Sturgeon Lake!
Lion Ted Peterson
Zone Chair
320-233-0215 home
651-238-8202 cell
tedlee003@hotmail.com
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“Move to Grow—Lions Leading Through
Service”
There is still time to register on line for
the 33rd Annual Leadership-Forum at:
usacanadalionsforum.org
Mission Statement: To develop leaders,
motivate and educate attendees, provide
an open exchange of ideas, and support
programs and goals of Lions Clubs International.
Special Seminar on Thursday, September
24 at 2:30 PM
Closing Banquet on Saturday, September
26 at 6:00 PM
LION TRAVELER

SAUK RAPIDS LIONS CLUB
INVITATIONAL STEAK FRY

AUGUST 25, 2009
LIONS BINGO STAND
BENTON COUNTY FAIRGOUNDS
Social hour: 5:30 PM
Dinner: 7:00 PM
Menu: Steak, Corn on the Cob,
Veggies, and Dessert

GRASSTON LIONS
1ST ANNUAL FISHING CONTEST
August 15, 2009
1:00 to 4:00 PM
Mitchell’s Landing
On the south side of Pokegama Lake
2 people per boat
$40.00 per boat entry fee
More information: 320-629-9979

August 2009
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DISTRICT GOVERNOR
CLUB VISIT REQUEST
Club _________________________ Dinner Meeting? yes

no

Date Preferred ________________ Contact Person _____________
Alternate Date ________________

Phone ____ ____ ________

Social Hour

________________

Cell

Location

________________ E-Mail ____________________

Directions

_____________________________________________

____ ____

________

Additional Requests of District Governor (Install new members, award
presentations, other. ___________________________________________

Governor’s Contest
Governor’s visit scheduled by September 1, 500 points
Governor’s visit with one other club, 500 points
Governor’s visit with more than 2 clubs, 700 points
Governor’s visit completed by Dec. 15, 500 points

Submit to DG Jim Diehl, 24693 CSAH 75, St. Cloud, MN 56301
jim@diehlconsulting.com by October 1.
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CHARTER NIGHT FOR THE SOUTHSIDERS LIONS CLUB
On July 26th, the members of the newest club of 5M8 were inducted as members and
officers by CC Judy Loken. Lion Bruce Grosland, the Guiding Lion for the new club,
was the Master of Ceremonies and presented a wonderful program. Lions International
Director Debra Wasserman was the guest speaker and made each Lion member there to
think about our commitment to Lionism. Thank you to the St. Augusta Lions Club for
sponsoring the new club and the MT Extension team of Ralph Gorecki and Bill and
Donna Landwehr. Also a thank you for the many donations sent to the new club to
help them in getting started on their way to “WE SERVE”.

The members of the Southsiders Lions Club with International Director
Debra Wasserman, CC Judy Loken and DG Jim Diehl.

2nd Vice District Governor Sandy
Sandwick, District Governor Jim
Diehl and Vice District Governor
Amy Leidenfrost at the Charter
Night.
August 2009

Southsiders Lions Club Secretary
Jody Binsfeld and President Chuck
Binsfeld.
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MORE PICTURES FROM THE INTERNATION CONVENTION
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Fellow Lions,
The 93rd International Convention in Mpls has
come and gone. Where to begin to describe the
week? The years of planning, over 900 5M Lions in attendance, volunteers from every District in snowman shirts, rockin’ at the
Beach Boys concert, the inspiring speech
by Colin Powell, the parade. I could write
an entire article on any of these things,
but the parade is the one that was the
most emotional for me.
After “officially” riding in the parade as a sitting International Director, Steve and I headed
back to join the marchers from 5M. As hosts of
the convention, 5M anchored the parade. The
5M contingent was lead by our famous snowman and his wranglers, and the 5M banner.
Next came flags of Canada, the US and Minnesota, Ontario, and Manitoba. Following next
were rows and rows of Lions marching: current and past International Directors and their
spouses, and many snowman shirt clad Lions
from all over the Multiple. Walking in the
midst of that group, I was overcome by so
many feelings: excitement having the International Convention in Minneapolis,
gratitude the temperature and humidity
were comfortable, appreciation for the
commitment of the Lions of the Multiple who
would put on the convention. I’ve never been
prouder to be a Lion of 5M than I was as I
marched as part of that group. My words can’t
adequately describe the feeling but I hope if
you were at the Convention, you experienced
something similar.
As we enter the new Lions’ year with Eberhard
Wirfs as our International President, let’s
translate that pride and inspiration of the convention into SERVICE in our communities and
around the world. It’s a great time to be a
Lion!
Moving to Grow,
Lion Debra; International Director
August 2009

5M‐8 District Governor
Jim Diehl’s
2010 Mid‐Winter Convention
February 5, 6, 7, Grand Casino Convention
Center, Hinckley

Reasons a Lion wants to at‐
tend:
1.) This will be the best convention
ever, hosted by Finlayson‐Giese,
Sandstone, Quarry, and Sturgeon
Lake Lions
2.) The Grand Casino Convention
Center is non‐smoking, and no one
has to go into the Casino (unless
you want to do so).
3.) All events and rooms will be in
the new Convention Center and
hotel…No one has to go outside for
three days
4.) There will be 10 Hospitality
rooms (with a $25.00 discounted
registration fee for the Early Bird
Hospitality room registrations—
more information will be in Gover‐
nor Jim’s September newsletter)
5.) Seminars, Seminars, Semi‐
nars….Something for every Lion
including flower arrangement and
other crafts
6.) Health Fair: The Pine Medical
Center, Sandstone, will provide
testing for Glucose $10; Hemoglo‐
bin A1C=$10, Lipid Profile $15 or
all three for the discounted price of
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5M8 District Governor
Jim Diehl
24693 CSAH 75
St. Cloud, MN 56301

5M8 LIONS EVENTS

Aug 15:
Aug 15:
Aug 25:
Sept 24-26:
Oct 14:

Ride for Eyes Sobieski Lions
Grasston Lions, Fishing Contest, Pokegama Lake, 1—4 PM
Sauk Rapids Lions Steak Fry
USA—Canada Leadership Forum, Memphis, Tennessee
Mini Forum, Foley, MN

2010
Feb 5-7:

Mid-Winter Convention, Grand Casino, Hinckley, MN

