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5M8 – Everyday Heroes –  
 
The W.I.S.H. Lions are Everyday Heroes.  They set a goal to 
help make Christmas special for 95 children in their commu-
nity.  On Sunday, December 7, 57 kids went by bus to Target in 
Rogers, MN. to choose their own Christmas presents with help 
from volunteer shoppers. Each child was given money for some 
clothing plus $15 to spend for a toy or other item. 38 children 
who could not attend received presents, also. The W.I.S.H. Li-
ons purchased 72 winter jackets, 209 pairs of pants and jeans, 
302 pairs of socks, 233 sets of underwear, etc.  The most popu-
lar items requested by the children were jackets, gloves and ten-
nis shoes.  A total of $12,142 was spent making a difference in 
the children’s Christmas. 
 
The W.I.S.H. Lions are realistic in their efforts and know they 
cannot change all the poverty in the world, but their efforts did 
change the world for 95 children for a day in December. 
 
The funds for this project were raised primarily by their Golf 
Scramble and Silent Auction Fundraiser.  The 2009 Fundraiser 
is scheduled for Sunday, June 20th at the Fiddlestix Golf 
Course. 
 
Please send me articles about how your club is making 
“Miracles Through Service” so we can share them in our Tom-
ten Tribune (monthly newsletter). Also, please include digital 
pictures that we can include with your article. 
 
The Lions in 5M8 ARE MAKING A DIFFERENCE!  I want 
to recognize Lions and Clubs for the outstanding job you are 
doing! 
              DG Judy Loken 

“Unless we think of others and 
do something for them, we 

miss one of the greatest sources 
of happiness.” 

JOHN WOODEN 

DG Judy and PCC Frank are attending 
several Midwinter Conventions during 

January and February. 
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NEWS FROM OUR VICE DISTRICT GOVERNOR 

We continue to hear about membership.   
As I mentioned previously, several of us attended a “star studded” presentation at the Council of Gov-
ernors meeting in October on the subject of GMT (Global Membership Team)  The major thrust of this 
presentation by two past International Directors was to encourage extension.  Our group from 5M8 had 
a brief meeting after the large group meeting. 
We discussed that fact that we find ourselves with little “new ground to plow”.  The general feeling 
was that we have pretty well saturated our district with neighborhood clubs.  Now this doesn’t mean 
that there isn’t extension activity ongoing.  What it means is that we have done a good job in the past 
of forming new clubs. 
There have been several discussions about officer training and you will see some new things this 
spring.  One of the areas that will be given some time at this training is tail twisting.  I think you will 
find value in what the team has formulated for this training session. 
My intention as District Governor is to highlight what appears to be our major “weak 
link”…….retention.   This isn’t a difficulty that is unique to District 5M8!  That doesn’t mean that we 
can’t have the best solution. 
We spend a considerable amount of time to bring in new members.  I believe our concentration needs 
to be: 

1.  Make new members feel welcome 
2.  Do a good job of orientation so new members understand principals and dynamics of Lionism. 
3.  Take nothing for granted in the assumption that new Lions know everything we do. 
4.  Make sure new Lions are involved in projects 
5.  We have an obligation to make sure that new Lions are better Lions than we have been. 

I have a fond hope that 2009-2010 will be a term of discovery in solidifying our membership growth. 
In the first six months of our current year, we have added 132 new members in our district.  In the 
same time we have lost 174 members. 
I suspect that the most often reason for leaving a Lions club is non-payment of dues.  I also suspect 
that this is a symptom of a greater problem.  Probably the “real” reason is dissatisfaction with club 
management or leadership. 
Some of us have had discussions about the impact of the current economy on the willingness of mem-
bers to pay dues.  That could be a problem. 
The current economic state does afford Lions clubs an opportunity to enhance their community role.  
The food shelves are in a great need of our help.  If I understand a current program correctly, there is a 
matching grant program for food shelf donations in the month of March.  I ask you to explore this in 
your communities and make an extra effort to help those less fortunate. 
VDG JIM 
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SPRING POINT PROJECT 
The Spring Point Project is partnering with the Diabetes Institute for Immunology and 
Transplantation at the University of Minnesota to develop a cure for insulin dependent 
diabetes. Many diabetic people lack sufficient insulin producing islet cells, so the devel-
opment involves harvesting islet cells from pigs that can be transplanted to cure diabe-
tes. 
The Project operates a biosecure facility to raise healthy pigs that will be used as donor 
animals.  They are now at full capacity with a large and healthy second generation pig 
population.  Recently, the FDA gave their permission to start clinical trials which will 
begin this year. 
You and your club can help.  In addition to donating funds to the Spring Point Project, 
you can sponsor a pig for a day, week, month or year in the name of a family member, 
a friend, or yourself.  By sponsoring a pig, you can help defray the $50 daily cost to 
maintain a pig at the Islet Resource Facility. 
For more information, please check the following website; www.springpointproject.org  
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Cabinet Travel after December 31, 2008 

The IRS mileage rate for travel after December 31, 2008 will be $0.55 per mile.  Thus, reimbursement rate will be $0.44.  
Please adjust your reports accordingly. 
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16th Annual Sobieski & Swanville Lions Clubs 

Fishing Contest and Raffle 
Saturday, February 21, 2009 on Long Lake, Swanville, 

MN 

12 Noon to 3PM 

Tickets are $5.00 

Raffle to be held at Herbie’s in Sobieski at 6PM 

$200 for the largest fish and cash prizes given for larg-
est fish in each species. 

1st 100 kids under 12 entered on the lake will receive a 
free jiggle stick. 

Lions will sell bait and drill holes. 

For more information or to purchase tickets, please con-
tact any Sobieski or Swanville Lions member. 

 

 

DG Judy Loken 

As of December 30th 5M8 has 
dropped 158 lions and added 120 
lions for a net loss of -38 for the 
year. I need each club to work on 
increasing their membership. This 
month alone we have dropped 45 
members! Please consider asking 
a family member or a friend to join 
our great organization!  

Wanted new Lions in 5M8! 
 LeSauk Lions 

Pancake Breakfast/Raffle 

February 21, 2009 

Sartell Middle School 

Raffle:  $5.00 Tickets for- 

 a 46 inch TV, 

Weber Gas Grill, $100.00 cash 
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“Bow Wow” Pancake Breakfast 
 Hearing and Service Dogs of Minnesota 

February 7, 2009 – 8:00 a.m. - 10:00 
a.m. 

Applebee’s Restaurant 14400 Weaver 
Lake Road, Maple Grove, MN  

 
It’s “For the Dogs” - $6.00 Tickets  

“Hi, my name is Grace and I will be your 
server today.” 

“Hi Grace, I would like a few pancakes with 
lots of extra sausage please!” 

 

TICKETS IN ADVANCE ONLY: We need 
your help selling tickets to our first Pancake 
Breakfast. Contact Jessica to receive tickets 
to sell and/or to purchase tickets to attend 

the breakfast. If you purchase over the 
phone, we will hold your tickets at the ‘will 
call’ table at Applebee’s under your name.  

  
You can also purchase tickets on our secure 

website: www.hsdm.org Click on the 
“Donate Now” button and then “Pancake 

Breakfast Tickets” and type in the number 
of tickets you are purchasing. We will mail 
your tickets up to January 30. After that 

date, you can pick them up at Applebee’s at 
the “Will Call” table. 

  
We also need volunteer servers to work 
from 7:30 a.m. until 10:30 a.m. We will 

have a training night at Hearing and Service 
Dogs of Minnesota for all servers on Tues-
day, February 3rd from 6:00 p.m.-7:00 

p.m. Contact Jessica to volunteer. 
  

Jessica Nadeau 
jnadeau@hsdm.org or 612-729-

5986, Ext. 152 
Website: www.hsdm.org 

Pictured are Lion Duane Johnson, DG Judy 
Loken, President Dean Beckman and Charter 
member Ray Loven. 

 

DG Judy had a chance to sit down and visit 
with Lion Ray Loven.  He is a Charter Member 
of the Swanville Lions Club. 

 

Lion Ray along with three other members 
helped to charter the club 57 years ago.  Lion 
Ray also has 57 years of perfect attendance. 

 

Lion Ray is very proud of the fact that his son 
and also his grandson are members of their 
club.  He shared with DG Judy that he also has 
a Scandinavian background similar to her back-
ground.  DG Judy shared her Tomten pin with 
Lion Ray. 
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Lion Pogatchnik, President 
Loretta Pogatchnik of St. 
Stephen Lions; President Alvin 
Leinen of the Holdingford Li-
ons; and President Cathy Lyon 
of the Holdingford Lioness. 
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St. Augusta Celebrates 

The St. Augusta Lions celebrated 25 years of service to their community on Tuesday, January 27.  
Other Lions from Districts 5M7 and 5M8 attended the celebration. 
Guest speakers were Lion Edward Stracke, President and CEO of Friendship Foundation and Lion 
John L. Warner, Development Specialist. Lion Edward spoke about his life journey to Friendship 
Ventures and how several campers influenced his life.  Lion John spoke about his brother Bob and 
how he has blessed the lives of so many people with his manner and music. 
The St.Augusta Lions have a strong history of supporting Camp Friendship at Annandale, MN, so it 
was very fitting to have speakers from that organization. 
Six of the charter members of the club and PDG Bill Landwehr, who was the presiding District Gov-
ernor at their charter night in 1984, attended the celebration. 
DG Judy Loken congratulated the group and challenged them to another 25 years of making 
“Miracles Through Service” happen.  The St. Augusta Mayor presented the club with an apprecia-
tion plaque for all they do for the town. 
Thanks go to President Tom Sis, who did a great job as MC, and VDG Jim Diehl and the others who 
helped make the celebration a night to remember. 

Lion John Warner, President Tom Sis-St. 
Augusta Lions, and Edward J. Stracke en-
joyed the 25th anniversary celebration on 

January 27. 

Six of the charter members that were pre-
sent for the 25th anniversary celebration 
joined PDG Bill Landwehr for a picture. 
 
PDG Bill was the 5M8 District Governor in 
1984 when the club was formed. 



5M8 District Governor
Judy Loken
PO Box 50
Sandstone, MN 55072

 
Feb 1:  Princeton Lions Fishing Contest 
Feb. 6-8, 2009: 5M8 Mid-Winter Convention - Craguns, Brainerd 
Feb 15:  Holdingford Lioness Variety 
Feb 20:  Royalton Lions Take a Kid Ice Fishing  
Feb 21:  Swanville and Sobieski Fishing Contest 
Feb 21:  Lincoln Scandia Ice Golf Tourney 
Feb 21:  LeSauk Pancake Breakfast 
Feb 22:    Holdingford Lions Indoor Fishing Contest 
Apr 03:  St Joe Y2K Bake Sale 
Apr 26:  St. Rosa Lions Spring Breakfast  
July 6-8, 2009: International Convention,  
   Minneapolis, MN 
       

5M8 Lions Events 


