
NEWS FROM OUR DISTRICT GOVERNOR 

LION TRAVELER 
Join us on an Adventure through Lionism—5M8! 

One of my goals is to spread the word about expanding member’s horizons on Lionism.  The title of this appeal is 
“Lionism beyond your city limits”. 

The first several years that I was a Lion, I attended some meetings and I heard some presentations about Lions’ 
programs.  I was a “casual” Lion and I was available to help on projects . . . occasionally. 

What made a difference for me was when I expanded my Lions involvement beyond my club.  When I started 
attending Zone Meetings, I started to see more of the big picture of the difference the Lions organization made in 
our region.  My next expansion of my Lions growth was when I went to my first Mid Winter convention.  Now I 
started to see more of the world view of Lions. 

Those of you who have made the effort to get involved beyond your local club will appreciate what I’m talking 
about. 

Please understand . . . Your local Lions club and your participation in your community as a Lion is the essence 
of Lions internationally.  Without local Lions and local Lions projects and good works Lions wouldn’t exist. 

When I attended the international convention I was moved to tears when I witnessed the good works that Lions 
are doing throughout the world.  Unless we get involved in the big picture, we miss the full impact of the part 
that all of us play in the worldwide effort. 

We are constantly reminded about membership.  Membership isn’t about collecting dues and building a “war 
chest” for projects.  It is about building community visibility with more people collectively doing meaningful pro-
jects and good works in our communities. 

When you look at Lions Clubs in our communities we aren’t given credit for raising money with our fundraisers.  
The credit is given for how we apply the proceeds of our fundraising effort to beneficial projects for our commu-
nity. 

Occasionally, our community efforts aren’t about financial events.  It is 
about community applied assistance to the elderly or the less fortunate.  
Maybe it is delivering Meals on Wheels.  Maybe it is preparing and 
serving a holiday meal for the members of our community who are 
disadvantaged in one way or another. 

When you start associating with other Lions and other Lions clubs you 
begin to participate in a whole new world of ideas and resulting oppor-
tunities to serve.  Allow this exposure to Lionism outside of your club 
to foster new ideas to be applied to your community. 

Very few of us do our best work alone! 
I encourage you to reach out and find out what is out there to help 
you grow in Lionism. 

 

DG Jim 

DG Jim and Carol enjoying a stop at El-
vis’ Graceland on their way to the Leader-
ship Forum in Memphis. 
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We recently returned from our visit to Leader Dog For The Blind in Michigan.   We had 
been there when the old facility was in existence and what a great improvement the 
new facility is.   A great advantage was going from a dormitory setting to individual 
rooms for the students.   We were really pleased to see that all the training and care is 
first class.   Once again, it is great to see that our donations are being used wisely and 
certainly towards a good cause.  Leader Dog recipients don’t have to pay anything for 
their training or their dog.  If you would like more information on this program, please 
ask one of the District’s Co‐chairs Lion Bunny Tabatt or Lion Roberta Schiel to put on a 
program for your Club. 

By the time you read this Newsletter we will have returned from Memphis and the 
USA/Canada Leadership Forum.   We always get a lot of new ideas from the seminars, 
and the speakers are always motivating and inspiring.   This is a super Forum and I 
would encourage all Lions to attend one at some time.   

Please start thinking seriously about attending the 5M‐8 Mini Forum at Henry’s Ban‐
quet Center in Foley.   It will be held on Wednesday, October 14.   The cost is $12 
which includes tax and tip.  We have great speakers lined up and CC Judy will be giving 
out awards and mention achievements from last year.   Look for a registration form in 
this Newsletter. 

Also, remember one of LCI President Wirfs and DG 
Jim’s goal is a plus one membership for all clubs by 
June 30.  It is always a good idea to start working on 
this as soon as possible. 
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PUBLISHERS CORNER:  I love getting a copy of your club newsletters.  I have found quite a few things that I 
can add to the Newsletter through these newsletters.  If you haven’t sent your club newsletter to me, 
please do, along with any other fundraiser, project, etc you want to share.  Please send them to:  
orstadacres@dishmail.net   I am always looking for a good picture with a caption to add to the news-
letter also, so send them to me also.  Thank you to those who have sent me information already.   

 Publisher Lion Donna Orstad 

All Clubs: 

Planning has started for the Mid-Winter Con-
vention.  If one of your members has passed 
away since the last convention, please email a 

picture and information to:   

dphogberg@scicable.com 

Dave Hogberg of the Sandstone Lions will be 
working on the power point presentation for 

the Necrology Service at the Convention.  
Thank you. 

What’s a Lion? I enjoy garage sales. Recently I enjoyed a city‐wide sale. I am always on the look‐
out for items that can be related to Lions.  I was asked two times in the same general area, 
“What’s a Lion?” This was an area within Lions District 5M‐8 which has two or more active Lions 
Clubs. Obviously it was once again proven that Lions are a very well kept secret. Please, think 
about your club and how you can publicize events, fund‐raisers and especially the good that Lions 
do in your community. Appoint a Lion to be the club public relations chair. Develop a brochure 
about your club, place the brochure in public businesses (ask for permission first). Retention and 
increasing Lions membership cannot be successful if the community has no idea “what Lions do”. 
“Wanta have fun?” “Wanta do good for our community?” Do those two questions go together 
when you think about your club? Responsibility, good works, and FUN can go hand‐in‐hand. If 
your club is not having fun at meetings, projects, fund‐raisers, etc. it may be a sign of same old—
same old and it might be time to consider changing. (I was told about a Lions Club of the past 
whose main goal was to meet at the local bar and partake of the refreshments available; this is 
not what I am suggesting.) The 5M8 MERLO team can help in many ways; please contact one of 
us.  While attending the USA‐Canada Leadership Forum in Memphis, I hope to have this question 
answered:  Elvis has left the building; did the Lions go with him? “If you want to get a pail of milk, 
don’t sit yourself on a stool in the middle of a field hoping that a cow will come over to you.” 

It’s time for our District Governor’s Visit - 

So dig deep in your pockets because DG Jim’s 
wife Carol will be raffling off a Diabetic Cook-
book at each Governor’s 
visit with the proceeds go-
ing towards the Governor’s 
favorite project—Diabetes.  
So may the deepest pockets 
win! 
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HOSPITALITY ROOM INFORMATION 

5M8 MID-WINTER CONVENTION AT THE GRAND CASINO 

Hinckley, MN on February 5—7, 2010 

We are inviting you to join us at the Grand Casino Hinckley on February 5—7, 2010 for the 5M8 Mid-Winter 
Convention, and we would appreciate if your club would sign up for a Hospitality Room.  Perhaps your club 
could get together with a neighboring club or two and share the room. 

There are 10 Large Hospitality Rooms available on the two floors in the main hotel above the New Convention 
Center at Grand Casino.  The new hotel registration area and the Convention Center are all non-smoking.  For 
those who do smoke, we will have one wing of rooms on one floor designated for smoking. 

Early Bird Discount!!!  The hospitality rooms are offered on first come, first served basis.  The cost is $300 for 
the two nights.  However, if you notify us and pay by November 1, the room will be reduced to $275. 

The convention is shaping up to be informative and a good time.  We are having a health fair, several seminars 
including one for the spouses, good speakers, an International Director, good food and time to visit with your 
fellow Lions, Lioness, Leos and friends. 

The final deadline for hospitality rooms is December 1, 2009. 

5M8 Mid-Winter Convention Hospitality Room Registration Form 

Grand Casino, Hinckley, MN - February 5th—7th, 2010 

 

CLUB NAME:  _______________________________________ 

CHAIRPERSON:  _____________________________________ 

PHONE NUMBER:  ___________________________________ 

There are eight large Hospital Rooms available on a first notification and payment basis.  The room 
cost is $300 for the two nights and we are offering an Early Bird discount if you register before No-
vember 1st.  If you register before November 1st the room will only be $275. 

You must complete and return this form with full payment to the “5M8 Convention Committee” and 
sent it to the address listed below.  If you have any questions regarding your Hospitality room please 
contact Brian Birkholm at (218) 372-3313 or Ron Goetzinger at (218) 372-3288. 

All Hospitality room workers must pay the convention registration fee. 

Please send payment in full by November 1st for the early bird registration, to: 

 5M8 Convention Committee—Brian Birkholm 

            33215 County Road 43 

            Willow River, MN  55795 

Please let us know at once if you are going to have charitable gambling, as there are forms that need 
to be completed for the Casino and City of Hinckley. 

Confirmation letters will be sent to club secretaries upon receipt of the registration form and payment.  
Thank you and see you there. 
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Soaring with Lionism in 2010      

(2010 MD5M Convention) 

The Elizabeth Lions Club MD5M Multiple District 
Convention committee has good news. Shooting 
Star Convention Center Hotel rates have been 
lowered to $64.95 per night, IF reservations are 
made by April 1, 2010. Get your convention reg-
istration in now to get the code to call the hotel 
to reserve your room. 

Another bit of good news is that there will be NO 
table fee for non-profit groups, pin traders, and 
Lions projects. These requests must be re-
ceived by March 1, 2010, or there will be a 
charge of $40, if there is space remaining. 

Commercial table rent is set for $100. Again, 
these requests must be in by March 1, 2010. 

There will be space available in the program for 
sponsored advertising. The pricing is as follows:
  

 Full page $100 

 Half page $  55 

 Quarter page     $  30 

 Eighth page $  20 

 Sponsor $  10 

(This would be a listing of supporting busi-
nesses, Lions, Lions Clubs, etc) 

These print-ready ads must be received, along 
with the check for the proper amount, by March 
1, 2010. It will be possible to e-mail them di-
rectly to the printer at the following address: 
mwprint@prtel.com  Attn Lions 2010 Conven-
tion. If the ad is e-mailed, please mail your 
check to the convention committee. 

Remember to get your registration in by March 
1, 2010, to qualify for the drawing for a free reg-
istration book.   

The mailing address for any communications is: 

    Elizabeth Lions MD5M Convention 

 PO Box 1037 

 Fergus Falls, MN 56538-1037 

Contact information for the Convention 

Chair—Duane Rose:   dcrose@prtel.com 

Vice Chair- Wayne Myrvik: wkmyrvik@msn.com 

Registration—Lorri Holt:  dlholt@prtel.com 

“Come Soar With Us” 

5M7 Lions are sponsoring the LCIF Camp Friendship Dining Hall 
remodel project in process and this is an opportunity to see your 
project at work and enjoy a Pancake Breakfast in the new 
Kitchen/ Dining Hall.  (see attached flier) 

Oct 17th is also the day MD5M Leo Lions will be having their State 
Convention.  You be able to watch them in action with Friendship 
Ventures Team Quest and on the ropes challenge course.  You 
may also choose to do a hayride or enjoy a walking tour of Camp 
Friendship 115 acres, we’re praying for a beautiful Autumn day. 

Most importantly LCIF will be sending a film crew and staff from 
the Chicago office to complete a documentary they began at the 
International Meeting last July in MPLS.  They will be filming res‐
pite care activities at Camp Friendship and Eden Wood Center 
and will be at Camp Friendship to film the Leos Convention, LCIF 
project in progress, past LCIF Projects, and to interview Lions who 
participated and supported these projects.  

We look Forward to seeing you here.   

Lion John L. Warner, Secretary Friendship Lions, 

LCIF CAMP FRIENDSHIP DINING HALL PANCAKE BREAKFAST 
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GOVERNOR’S CALENDAR 

10-05-09 Club Visit at Sandstone 

10-07-09 Club Visit at Greenwald 

10-13-09 Club Visit at Lincoln Scandia 

10-14-09 Mini Forum at Foley 

10-15-09 Club Visit at Little Falls Dandee 

10-17-09 Pancakes at Camp Friendship 

10-19-09 Club Visit at Staples 

10-21-09 Club Visit at Duelm 

10-22-09 Club Visit at St. Joseph 

10-23-09 Council of Governor’s Meeting  

10-26-09 Club Visit at Clarissa & Eagle Bend 

10-27-09 Club Visit at Sauk Rapids 

10-29-09 Cabinet Meeting at Onamia 

10-31-09 Thanksgiving for Vision at  

           Brooklyn Park  

11-02-09 Club Visit at Pine Area Lions 

11-05-09 Club Visit at Cold Springs 

11-07-09 Hearing & Service Dog  

           Anniversary in Twin Cities 

11-10-09 Club Visit at Finlayson 

11-19-09 Club Visit at St. Cloud Lions 

11-23-09 Club Visit at Cold Spring 

11-25-09 Club Visit at St. Martin 

12-07-09 Club Visit at Paynesville 

01-04-10 Club Visit at Sauk Rapids Riverside 

01-07-10 Club Visit at Richardson Lakes 

01-12-10 Club Visit at Waite Park 

01-18-10 Club Visit at St. Augusta 

01-20-10 Club Visit at Pierz 

01-27-10 Club Visit at Cold Spring 

02-04-10 Mid Winter Convention at Hinckley 

03-15-10 Club Visit at Kimball 

03-23-09 Club Visit at Randall, Cushing Little Elk 

 

“On the Road Again” 

On an Adventure through 

Lionism! 

District Governor’s Goals 

My goals for this year are very similar to other Governor’s 
goal of previous years.  What I would like to see at the end 
of my year for District 5M8 is a successful result for the 
following: 

• I would like to see every club in our district have a net 
result of an additional member at the end of the year.  
That is a plus one member.  We will lose some mem-
bers, but we want positive growth in each club. 

• We are working through our extension team to ex-
tend or create one new Lions club in our district by 
June 30th, 2010. 

• I would like to see a 5% increase in Lady Lions mem-
bership before my term expires.  We have a dedicated 
effort to expand women’s membership by starting 
women’s club or to include more women in our exist-
ing clubs.  After all this gender partnership is the most 
common partnership in our society.  Why not extend 
this partnership to our community service? 

• I was a Lion for several years before I saw a presenta-
tion on Orientation.  I couldn’t believe that all this 
information was available in an organized script for 
members to find out what the Lions’ organization was 
all about.  I would like to see all Lions’ clubs in 5M8 
make this program available to all new Lions mem-
bers.  I would like 25% of all Lions clubs to have the 
district cabinet member do a presentation on Orienta-
tion during the course of next year.  I should be a 
refresher course for many established Lions members 
and an “eye opener” for those who haven’t seen the 
presentation before. 

Thank you for your support in achieving these goals. 

DG Jim 

CORRECTION:   PDG Melvin “Pete” Kleingartner has a 
new email address:  mpsaklaein@live.com 
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5M8 LIONS 

MINI  ‐ FORUM & 

AWARDS BANQUET 

 

Wednesday, October 14, 2009 

Henry’s Banquet Center 

Highway 25 

Foley, MN 

5:30  PM Registration  

& Social Hour 

6:30 PM Dinner 

Friendship Lions Club                                
Pancake Breakfast 

October 17, 
2009 - 8:00 to 

Noon 
Located 

At 
New LCIF Dining Hall 

Camp Friendship  
10509 108th St. NW ~ 

Annandale, MN 
All you can eat ~ Pan-
cakes, Sausage, Juice 

and Coffee 
Children 5 & under $3.00 ~ $6.00 

per person advance ~ $6.50 at door 
(call Lions Jen G. or John W. at 

952-852-0127 for advance tickets) 
Proceeds will support LCIF projects, 

Lions Leader Dog, & FV Scholar-
ships 

 

FASHION EXTRAVAGANZA 

Sponsored by the 

Cold Spring Home Pride Lions Club 

Sunday, October 25, 2009 

2:00 pm to 4:00 pm 

Peace Lutheran Church 

(1 mile north of Cold Spring, County Road 2) 

Admission:  $6.00, at the door—$6.50 

Children 12 and under:  $4.00 

 

Proceeds will go to:   

Project New Hope 

(A camp for returning veterans) 
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LIONS FISH FRY 

(ALL YOU CAN EAT) 

Adults $8.00, Children $4.00 (10 and under) 

Friday, Oct 2, 2009 

4:30- 8:00 P.M. 

We will be accepting donations to the Kimball 
Area Food Shelf 

NEW LOCATION 

Willow Creek Lions Shelter 

Hwy 15, Kimball, MN  

Sponsored by: 

The Kimball Lions 

Hunter’s Dinner Fund Raiser 

Sponsored by Finlayson-Giese Lions Club 

November 6th, 2009 

Finlayson Community Center 

2195 Finland Avenue 

Finlayson, Minnesota 

Time: 4:00-7:00 p.m. 

          Adults:  $7.00           12 & under:  $3.00  

Please bring a food donation for the food shelf 

Menu: Spaghetti, Garlic Bread, Beverage, and 
Dessert  

 
 

 

COLD SPRING LIONS 

Pancake & Sausage Breakfast 

Sunday, October 25, 2009 

St. Boniface Parish Center 

9:00 am to 12:30 pm 

Adults:  $6.00     $5.50 in Advance 

Children 6-12:  $3.50     $3.00 in Advance 
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The Fetching 
"Dog-ear" your calendar, Twitter your friends, 
link-in with associates or announce on your 
Facebook page that Saturday, November 7, 
2009 is going to be a ball...the Fetching 
Ball! 

Join us as we celebrate Hearing and Service 
Dogs of Minnesota's 20th Anniversary. No one 
will want to miss this one. 

Good food, good friends, amazing auction 
items, puppies and YOU! So help us spread 
the word to your social network with the at-
tached electronic Save The Date information. 
Or visit the Fetching Ball Gala website at 
www.fetchingball.com for all the details. 

And, THANKS from your friends at Hearing 
and Service Dogs of Minnesota. We appreciate 
you helping us "Fetch" as many attendees as 
possible. 

We’ll see you in November! 
 

The Fetching Ball Planning Committee 
Fiona Schumacher, Event Chairperson 

Barbara Burwell, Honorary Chairperson 
 

 

ST. CLOUD LIONS CLUB 
MEAT RAFFLE 

Pesty’s in Waite Park 

Thursday, October 29, 2009 

5:00 pm to 7:00 pm 

SAUK RAPIDS  

RIVERSIDE LIONS CLUB 
Steak Fry and Meat Raffle 

Friday, October 23, 2009 

5:00 pm to 8:00 pm 

At 

Sauk Rapids American Le-
gion 

For Community and Lions 
Projects 

Donation:  $12.00 

On Oct. 17th Friendship Ven-
tures is having a pancake break-
fast from 8 AM to 12 noon.  
Tickets are $6.00 pre-purchase 
or $6.50 at the door.  This is to 
raise funds for their dining room 
remodeling project.  They have 
applied for an LCIF grant and 
need to raise matching funds.  
You may see some of our Leos 
there for the Leos Leadership 
Forum that is going on at this 
time. Address: 10509 108th St. 
NW, Annandale, MN. 
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What a great look-
ing group of LIONS 
from 5M8!!!  They 
all attended the 
USA-Canada Leader-
ship Forum in Me-
phis. 

International President Eberhard Wirfs and his wife Mar-
git during the USA-Canada Leadership Forum in Ten-
nessee. 

2nd VDG Sandy Sandwick and Jill Fyhrie 
relaxing by the pool at the USA-Canada Lead-
ership Forum. 

PDG Gene Borgert at the EM* party hosted by his son 
Scott and his daughter-in-law.  We were treated to some 
good “Southern Hospitality”.  Thanks to PDG Gene 
and Lynn for helping to organize this memorable event. 
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DG Jim and Carol Diehl and 
1st VDG Amy and Frank Lei-
denfrost enjoying Graceland 
before attending the USA—
Canada Leadership Forum in 
Memphis, Tennessee. 

 

The MERLO Chairs met in St. 
Cloud for the 5M MERLO 
training led by PCC Brian Shee-
han and the other Multiple 
Chairs. 

Shown in the picture to the left 
are PCC Frank Loken, DG Jim 
Diehl and PDG Bob Hoofna-
gle. 



 
Oct 02:  Kimball Lions All You Can Eat Fish Fry 
Oct 14:  Mini Forum, Foley, MN 
Oct 17:  Friendship Ventures Pancake Breakfast 
Oct 24:  Sauk Rapids Riverside Lions Steak Fry & Meat Raffle 
Oct 25:  Cold Spring Lions Pancake & Sausage Breakfast 
Oct 25:  Cold Spring Home Pride Lions Club Fashion Extravaganza 
Oct 29:  Cabinet Meeting at Onamia 
Oct 29:  St. Cloud Lions Club Meat Raffle 
Oct 31:  Thanksgiving for Vision in Brooklyn Park  
    (Presidents watch for your invitation) 
Nov 06:  Finlayson Lions Hunters Dinner 
Nov 07:  Hearing & Service Dog Anniversary in Twin Cities 
2010 
Feb 5-7:  Mid-Winter Convention, Grand Casino, Hinckley, MN 
Feb 27:   Sobieski Lions Fishing Contest 
April 23-25:  91st Multiple District 5M Convention, Mahnomen, MN 

5M8 LIONS EVENTS 

Jim Diehl 
24693 CSAH 75 

St. Cloud, MN  56301 

5M8 District Governor  


