June Lions Newsletter 2011

5M8 Beacon
The Beacon of Service
LIONS QUEST
When District Governor Amy asked me to chair the Youth Outreach; Lions Quest, I had no clue
what it was. I remember someone explaining it years ago and the stuffed bear that is associated with
Quest. So I did a little research to find out what I got myself into. I was amazed to find out that Quest
has been around for a long time. It was started by a college student named Rick Little, who had a rough
time early on with some of life’s struggles. Rick decided to set out on a quest to help other young people deal with life challenges. He wanted to build their confidence and help them develop skills and
strength of character that they would need to overcome life’s problems. In 1977, Rick received his initial grant and started Quest National Center and launched “ Skills for Living “, a program for high
schools involving the family, school and community. He later changed the name to Quest International.
In 1983 the Lions helped Quest International by funding a new program called “ Skills for Adolescence
“ targeting the middle schools with a program against substance abuse. The Lions were now backing the
Quest Program up until 2002, when the Lions International purchased the program from Quest International and renamed it “ Lions Quest “ and since then they added “ Skills for Growing “ to include the
elementary school students.
All three of the Lions Quest programs teach students skills that they need for everyday living such
as ; learning to accept responsibility, communicate effectively, setting goals, making healthy decisions
and resisting pressure to use alcohol, drugs and sex. All of the programs emphasize community service.
Using these programs in schools, it has been proven that visits to the principals office have dropped,
teachers are spending more time on curriculum and less on discipline, teachers enjoy coming to school,
students enjoy coming to school, parents were more respectful of the school and school climate improved.
Because this is a Lions Club International sponsored program, our Lions clubs are urged to support the teachers and schools with training and materials needed to get Lions Quest started. Clubs can
help out with money and / or volunteering in the classrooms. In District 5M-8, we are lucky enough to
have some money available in our 5M-8 Foundation dedicated to the Quest program. The Foundation
has awarded grants to help in the training of teachers for the Quest program and pay for materials
needed to teach the Quest curriculum. All Lions Quest teachers must complete a special training session
before they can teach the Quest Life Skills curriculum and the schools must have trained teachers to
purchase materials for each grade to be taught. We currently have one training session booked for June
6th and 7th in St.Cloud for grades K-8 and it is filled to capacity. This is greatly due to the hard work of
Lion John Bowden from the St.Cloud Southsiders Lions Club. With the completion of this training session, we will have 36 new trained teachers and 5 or 6 new schools adding the Quest program to their
curriculum. This is a big step in the right direction. We still need your help to get more teachers and
schools involved in Quest. If anyone knows of a teacher or school that is interested in the Lions Quest
program, please let me know. We are taking names to put on a list for the next training session in the
future. You can reach me by email at scotto@arvig.net . Thank you to everyone in the Cabinet and to
D.G. Amy for a great year. Sincerely, Scott Odden.
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GOVERNOR’S VISITS

ISLE LIONS
President Lion Dawn Christensen, New Member Lion Mitzi Reis sponsored by Lion Linda
Orazum, New Member Lion Gary Hicks sponsored by Lion Patricia Hicks sponsored by
Lion Marlene Exsteu and DG Amy.

FREEPORT LIONS
DG Amy, New Member
Lion Judy Hennen
sponsor Lion Arliss
Notch, New Member
Lion Mike Renneker,
and PDG Frank

A great big thank you to
Lion Donna Orstad for putting
the wonderful newsletter together each month. You did an
excellent job.
Thank you Lion Mike Cramer
for printing and publishing the
newsletter to the web each
month. A job well done.
NEW OFFICERS AT THE
FREEPORT LIONS

Thank you DG Amy and PDG Frank

District 5M8
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CHALKBOARD TALK with
District Governor Amy Leidenfrost

THANK YOU, THANK
YOU, THANK YOU,
FOR A GREAT YEAR,
YOUR SUPPORT AND
FRIENDSHIP, YOUR
SERVICE AND BEING
“BEACONS OF HOPE”
TO OTHERS!
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Does the Lion sleep tonight?
The Lion mascot for training
attempted to sing this song
from the 1960’s at the beginning of every officer training.
He was kid(Lion?)napped
once. (The Pine Area Lions
are very sneaky.) My theme
for officer training was, “Do
not let the Lions sleep and
miss opportunities to: serve,
gain and/or retain members.”
Look for opportunities to
promote Lionism, to help the
local community and beyond;
do not hesitate to take advantage of those opportunities. I
encourage clubs to show
Lion pride by using the social
media to advertise and promote Lions club events, projects, and members.

Good questions were asked
in all officer training classes.
If there are any questions,
comments, suggestions during the 2011-2012 Lions
year, please do not hesitate to
contact a Governor’s cabinet
member or me.
Clubs are examining their
membership roster and dropping some members. These
are difficult economic times
and some Lions, as much as
they want to continue to
serve, are unable to pay the
dues. If a Lion is resigning
from your club for other than
economic reasons ask them
why. There is no perfect Lions Club which satisfies
every member, but there may
be projects or events which
could be updated, tweaked or
introduced to the club.
Orientation is another important component of being a
Lion. Are your club members
aware of the projects of Lions
International to help the
world? Are they aware that
after a major disaster one of
the first “on the scene workers” and financial aid often
involves the LCI? After 27

years of being a Lion; I am
continually learning new
things about the great organization to which I belong.
During my year as Governor
I encourage each club to invite cabinet member program
chairs to present at a club
meeting. I will be asking the
zone chairs to concentrate on
discussions between Lions
Clubs at the zone meetings
rather than district program
presentations.
Act as if what you do
makes a difference.
It does.
William James

THE LIONS OF 5M8 SEND OUR SYMPATHY TO YOU

LION Louis Dahlmeier Sturgeon Lake Lions

District 5M8
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First Vice District Governor Elect Dave Thompson
It is hard to believe that our present Lions year is drawing to a
close. In about a month after you read this article, the new
Cabinet will be taking on the responsibilities of their new
roles. I want to take this opportunity to thank each and every
Lion I have had the pleasure of having contact with this past
year as a 2nd VDG. It has been just an excellent and rewarding year. I would like to also thank all of the Lions, both officers and members that set aside the evening to attend the
officer training programs throughout the district. It was great
to see the good turnouts that we experienced, and also all of
the great participation from all of you in the training and discussions each evening.
One of the concerns that we heard loud and clear, at a lot of the training sessions,
was cost of dues. We, as incoming officers on the budget committee, had our first
meeting to set a balanced budget to present to the Cabinet at our first meeting on August 8, 2011. We looked hard and fast at areas that are in the budget and did our best
to trim the spending in any way possible and yet still be able to perform our Lion duties to the best of our abilities. One thing I would like to remind you is that if we cut
certain things from the budget, it may become necessary for clubs to pick this up.
The reason is simple if we want to do something within our clubs but cannot get the
necessary funds from the District or Multiple level, it would have to be totally funded
by the club.
I would also like to remind all members and clubs to mark the date of Tuesday, October 11, 2011 on your calendars, as this is the date of the MINI-FORUM. It will be held
in Foley at Henri’s Banquet Center again this year. The event will feature programs on
Leos, and Project New Hope along with a great evening of socialization with fellow
Lions.
We hope each and everyone of you and your family and friends have a very long and
enjoyable summer. Please do not forget lionism while you are having all of your good
times.

1st VDGE Dave Thompson
PUBLISHERS CORNER:
Another Lions year is coming to an end and a new Lions year to look forward to. I have
enjoyed working with District Governor Amy ( PDG Frank, too) and the rest of the District Cabinet. Each year that I am in Lions, I learn so much more and am in awe of the
wonderful Lions that have dedicated their lives to SERVE. Thank you again DG Amy for
giving me the opportunity to serve.
I shall not pass this way again: Then let me now relieve some pain, remove some barrier from the road, or brighten some one’s heavy load. - Eva Rose Park
On behalf of 5M8, I would like to send our deepest sympathy to PDG Frank & DG Amy on the passing of
Frank’s brother, Kenneth F. Leidenfrost.
Blessings—Lion Donna Orstad
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GOVERNOR’S TRAVELS
JUNE
June 02—Pine City Lions
June 04—Metro Lions—Dedication of Miracle Field
JULY
July 4—8—International Lions Convention in Seattle

District 5M8
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You Are Invited
The American Diabetes Association, Minnesota Area is currently planning our two
largest programs of the year: Camp Needlepoint/Daypoint and our Diabetes Expo. I personally want to invite you to visit one or both of these programs this year. As Lions Clubs I
would like you to see how your dollars are being put to work.
Camp Needlepoint sessions are Sunday, August 14 to Saturday, August 20 and Sunday, August 21 to Saturday, August 27. Since registration and camper pick-up are scheduled for the Sundays and Saturdays, we ask that you schedule a day during the week. The
time at camp will include a tour of the camp facility, lunch with the campers and an opportunity to meet the medical staff, counselors and campers. Camp is located just south of Hudson, Wisconsin. Contact Chris Schaefer at 1-888-342-2383, ext. 6592 or by email at cschaefer@diabetes.org to schedule your club’s visit. We ask that you not show up without first
contacting us as we need to know who is on-site for the safety of the campers and staff.
Our Diabetes Expo will be held on Saturday, October 15th from 9:00 AM to 3:00
PM at the Minneapolis Convention Center. It is billed as “everything you need to know
about diabetes under one roof” including workshops, cooking & fitness demonstrations, free
health screenings, an “Ask the Expert” area, and vendors offering the latest diabetes products and services. Last year over 5,500 people attended; we’re expecting more this year.
Lions can get involved in several ways:
1

We invite you as a 5M Lion to come to learn more about diabetes.

2

We need many day-of-event volunteers for this activity. Lions
Clubs may want to volunteer as a club. Many clubs, helped last year and by
wearing their vests, gained more recognition for Lions Clubs. Volunteer for a
few hours (time slots are 8:15 AM – 12:00 PM or 11:30 AM – 3:15 PM) or
for the entire day. Please contact me at 1-800-676-4065, ext. 6592 or at
cschaefer@diabetes.org if you or a club would like to volunteer.

3

Several areas outside of the Twin Cities worked on organizing
buses to and from the Expo for members of their community. Clubs from
several communities in your district could set up a bus route with several
stops to pick up people. Work with your local clinics, hospitals, churches,
etc. to get the word out. If you are thinking about having a bus please contact
me at 1-800-676-4065, ext. 6592 or cschaefer@diabetes.org for more information. All people will have free admission to the Expo and there will be
free bus parking at the Minneapolis Convention Center.

We appreciate the support we have received from Lions Clubs in the past and invite
you now to see how that funding is used.
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NEW MEMBERS

SPONSOR

LIONS CLUB

Lion David Gould

Lion Denis Irsfeld

Clarissa Lions

Lion Cheryl Thielen

Lion Margaret Bethel

Eden Valley Lions

Lion Troy Thielen

Lion Margaret Bethel

Eden Valley Lions

Lion Shawn Ehlet

Lion Ken Sinclair

Grey Eagle Lions

Lion Shawn Sheets

Lion Dan Frieler

Greenwald Lions

Lion Kelsey Caauwe

Lion Bonnie Bieniek

Little Falls Dandee Lions

Lion Amy Hanfler

Lion Roxana Kathrein

Little Falls Dandee Lions

Lion Pat Nelson

Lion Sylvia Bolden

Little Falls Dandee Lions

Lion Julie Richgels

Lion Bonnie Bieniek

Little Falls Dandee Lions

Lion Mary Richgels

Lion Bonnie Bieniek

Little Falls Dandee Lions

Lion Tracy Sellnow

Loin Joe Claseman

Long Prairie Lions

Lion Michael Krone

Lion Allen Kadlec

Mora Lions

Lion Judy Larsen

Lion Dr. Ray Lindeman

Paynesville Lions

Lion Larry Larsen

Lion Richard Geers

Paynesville Lions

Lion Rebecca Thompson

Lion Jeff Thompson

Paynesville Lions

Lion Barbara Bowen

Lion Janice Oak

Sandstone Quarry

Lion Al Klaverkamp

Lion William Bard

Sauk Rapids Riverside Lions

Lion Karen Klaverbamp

Lion William Bard

Sauk Rapids Riverside Lions

Lion Devin Waldoch

Lion Tom Mrozek

Sobieski Lions

5M8 is so excited to have so many wonderful people ready to “SERVE”. Taking time out of their busy
lives to make the lives of our community members in need easier to bear. Thank you to the sponsors for
teaching and showing our new members the wonderful life of LIONS. Welcome to all!!!

2ND VICE DISTRICT GOVERNOR ELECT
As I attended two of the Officers Training in Pierz and Cold Spring, and listened to the presenters on Robert’s Rules of Order, Secretaries, Presidents,
Treasurers, and Club Excellence & Retention, I say hats off to the presenters for
a doing a good job. It was really a learning experience for those who attended
the training sessions. You always learn something every time you go to one,
with the computer age we have. There is a lot to learn and it is not hard. We
need to get more Lions involved with going to the Officers Training, even if
you do hold an office in the club you still can go. You always learn more about
lions.
I attended the Multiple Convention in Mankato, MN. It was fun, and I also got
a chance to meet my fellow 2nd VDGE. We had a Meet and Greet session, and
we have a wonderful group of Lions. We have already been e-mailing to find a
2VDGE Donna Mae
little bit more about each other.

District 5M8
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DUELM AREA LIONS CLUB
ANNUAL PORK CHOP BBQ DINNER

Wednesday, June 8th, 2011
At
Jack & Jim’s Event Center
In Duelm, MN
4—8 PM
Meat Raffle, Quarters of Beef
Raffles, and Silent Auction
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Officer Training Changes
I received an e-mail from LCI on the April 28th about some changes that are coming to the WMMR reporting system. And about a webinar training session on May 10th . I took part in this training session.
The biggest change is LCI will not be sending user names and passwords out to the officers for 2011-12.
You can register for your own user name and password. If you are an officer in 2010-11 and will be
holding that office again in 2011-12 your current user name and password will still work. Or you can
change it to something you can remember better. It is basically the same system used by others on the
internet that require user names and passwords.
New officers for 2011-12 will have to register a user name and password. This is how it works.
The login page has a new look as of May 20th. Current users with password can log on here and can also
change your password if you wish after logging on. Below the user name and password boxes there is a
red line for new users, click on that. You need your member number from LCI. There is also word or
letter group you will need to enter (to make sure there is a person in front of the screen) you can ask for a
new word also. Submit
You will need to answer four (4) questions:
1. Enter your home street or mailing address? (as it is in LCI database)
2. Enter your current Club Name? (e.i. Upsala Lions Club or Upsala Lions will also work)
3. Enter your first and last name? (as it is in LCI database)
4. Enter your home, business, or cell phone numbers? (as it is in LCI database)
( question 4 maybe different in some cases, but will be information in LCI database could be spouses
name)
Next step:

Next step:

User name___________________
Password ____________________

Re enter password __________________

e-mail ______________________

Re enter e-mail _____________________

Select or enter Security questions?

You need these in case you forget your password. Nobody but you will have access or know your password.
Next step:

Terms and conditions:

Your acceptance is required before your password registration can be completed.
I did the new user to see how it worked. It worked just fine for me and was able to log on with my new
user name and password. There is a link on top of the login page to Learn more about the new system. I
looked at that also and information is very good. I would also suggest that the current secretaries print the
member information from LCI for anyone who will doing the new user registration. The answers to
questions need to be the right information, and this is how LCI is going to ID the new officer registering.
The other new features that started on May 20th are; you can now view your club statements online starting with Dec. 2010. These will be available for three years of history. You will still be mailed a statement as in the past. You can also pay your club bill online either to a credit card or an e-check just like
you pay bills online.
If you have questions or problems with this please contact me 320-573-2602 or e-mail khgunder@upstel.net
Charlie Gunderson, Secretary

District 5M8
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Dear Friend of Leader Dog,
Do you know a teenager who could use a good dose of fun, activity and friendship this summer?
Would that teen enjoy the challenge of developing new travel skills and
stretching his or her independence? If so, the Leader Dog Summer Experience was designed with this teen in mind.
Our Summer Experience combines outdoor camp activities with things
exclusively Leader Dog—audible pedestrian GPS training and the opportunity to try out the guide dog lifestyle. The combination allows teenagers to develop skills to Live Independently!
The Leader Dog Summer Experience is open to 16 and 17 year-old boys
and girls who are visually impaired. The program is free of charge including airfare and every participant receives a free Kapten PLUS audible pedestrian GPS device to keep.
Please download our brochure (Adobe PDF) and pass to anyone interested in attending our program or look us up online at www.leaderdog.org/programs/youth to learn about the program and
start the application process.
There’s still time to sign up for our Summer Experience, June 24–July 1. Sign up today!
Regards,
Erica Ihrke
Certified O&M Specialist

Meredith Newhouse
Certified O&M Specialist

For more information visit www.leaderdog.org/programs/youth or call 888-777-5332.

District Board Members
Certificate of Achievement
Front Row: Lion Mary Kobliska, Youth Outreach: Peace Poster; Lion Jennelle Shriver, MN
Lions Eye Bank/Children’s Eye Clinic/MAC Ctr;
Lion Gerry Altrichter, Diabetes Foundation; DG
Amy.
Back Row: PDG Lion Allen Bailey, Lions
MD5M Hearing Foundation; Lion Kristine
O’Brien, Leo Clubs Co-Chair; Lion Don Faulkner, Diabetes Foundation; PDG Lion Bob Hoofnagle, MN Lions Eye Bank/Children’s Eye
Clinic/MAC Ctr.

District 5M8
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METRO LIONS
MIRACLE FIELD
Whitney Park, St. Cloud
A ballpark for every player!
What a great job the St. Cloud
Metro Lions have done with their
help in making this project a reality.
After four years, lots of fundraisers,
countless volunteer hours, and financial and in-kind donations, the
Miracle League of Central Minnesota had its grand opening the first
weekend in June states the St.
Cloud Times.
The Miracle Field, is a little league
type baseball field that is designed
for use by children with disabilities.
The entire field surface is made out
of a rubber surface that cushions
falls and prevents injury. The field
surface is completely flat without
bumps, thereby allowing people using walkers, wheelchairs, and other
people with mobility challenges to
use the field. The Miracle Field will
allow children with disabilities to
participate in organized baseball.
The baseball league, which will
have six teams of 10—15 players
each, began play on Sunday, June
5th. Teams will play a six-game
schedule. Then there will be a
break until August and then another
six-game schedule will be played.
Cost is $45 per player for either the
spring or fall league.
If you feel like going to a baseball
game—head out to the Miracle Field
in Whitney Park and
see real life miracles happen.

District Governor Amy Leidenfrost
110 Fourth Avenue NE
Staples, MN 56479

5M8 LIONS EVENTS 2011
2011
Jun 04:

Metro Lions—Dedication of the Miracle Field

Jun 08:

Duelm Area Lions Club Annual Pork Chop BBQ Dinner at Jack & Jim’s Event
Center in Duelm

Jun 10-11:

St. Joseph’s Brat Sale at the St. Joseph Meat Market

Jun 11:

Can Do Canines—2nd Annual Dog Day 5K—Mpls Stone Arch Bridge

Jun 12:

Princeton Lions Club Airport Brunch

Jul 4:

St. Joseph Lions Parade and St. Joseph Church Festival 10 AM

Jul 4-8:

International Lions Convention in Seattle, Washington

Jul 8-9:

St. Joseph’s Brat Sale at the St. Joseph Meat Market

Jul 15-16:

Sandstone Quarry Lions—Bake sale/Picnic Lunch at Chris’ Fairway-10am-5pm

Aug 12-13:

St. Joseph’s Brat Sale at the St. Joseph Meat Market

Oct 11:

Mini Forum at Henri’s in Foley

Oct 28:

Sobieski Lions 25th Anniversary Celebration

