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SPOTLIGHT ON:
THE IMAGE OF A LION
In the year of 1974, I thought it might be fun to have a Lionelles club in Cold Spring, so with the help of the
Sauk Rapids women, namely Mary Hovanes and Genny Manea, we were organized. In those days there was
no affiliation with the men’s clubs, we were strictly on our own. Our main service project was for the people
that attended the school for the physically and mentally handicapped. We treated them to parties, gifts, and
best of all, our presence there. I can’t believe it’s been 37 years already.
If you have ever attended any of our District Conventions, you must have encountered our Oooga‐ Booga
room. How many of you still have your little round blue pins? They might become a collector’s item, plus they
get you in the room for nothing, well almost. Even the dignitaries get in on the fun. But this year I’ll be hang‐
ing up my brooms and just watch the fun. My old bones don’t move fast enough, but there are quite a few
Home Pride Lions to take over. I know they will do a very good job, as they always have in the past.
I enjoyed being on the Cabinet, to be able to make friends with so many Lions, plus you can make a differ‐
ence. They listen to you and of course I have learned so much listening to all the input by the various Lions
attending the Cabinet meetings. Another project I’ve enjoyed was working with all of the ladies in the District.
It was exciting when they switched to being a Lions club, and helping them do the paper work that needs to
be sent to Lions International. I believe Linus and I organized 16 Lioness clubs, of which 12 clubs converted
into Lions clubs. These were some of my most proud moments, to see them receive their Lions pins and new
member packets.
One of my accomplishments was to be the first 5M8 lady governor. Due to a few “technical errors”, none of
my doing, (male dominance) I did get elected the second time I tried. I was District Governor in the year 1999‐
2000. It was a lot of work to get things done on time, but worth every minute. I learned so much about Lion‐
ism that year. I just hope I made a difference.
And last but not least, I’ll tell you a little about myself. I am the oldest of 9 children,
my mother had three sets of twins, the oldest set died at birth, and I have 5 siblings
living. I went to various grade schools, from St. Cloud to Sauk Centre. I graduated
from the eighth grade, and then went to work. My place of employment was Peters
Market, then I moved to the big city of St. Paul, and the rest is history. I met Linus
when we lived in Cold Spring, and were married on October 19th, 1954. We were
blessed with 7 children, four boys and three girls. We have 12 grandchildren and
seven great grandchildren. It gets kind of busy around the holidays. It’s been a full life
for us; I believe it’s time for me to retire. I’ve enjoyed life to the fullest, especially my
time with the Lions; I’ve learned a lot through Lionism, of which I have so many good
memories. Be seeing you around, at a meeting or picnic.
Love you all, PDG Janette Dingmann
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Lions Clubs International President, Wing‐Kun Tam: “My challenge to clubs this year is to
make new member orientation a priority, not a chore. Create an atmosphere of member
care and mutual respect. Treat all Lions members like family. Our philosophy should be
“My club, My family.” Together, the Lions family can expand the “we” in “We Serve.”
What do families do? American families believe that after a certain age, individual inde‐
pendence is a “given”. The Lions family has very few rules but expects that each club will
adhere to the “We Serve” motto. Each club may choose its preference of serving. I am
constantly amazed at the reports of the 5M8 club activities and service projects. There
are 76 clubs and most are very individual in what they accomplish. One more expecta‐
tion from LCI: Secretaries, please file your reports on time and treasurers, please pay the
bills on time.
Traditional family values include love and respect for all members of the family. Lions
Club members can disagree but should never lose respect for each other. Remember a
club is composed of all members not just a select few.
Optimism is a belief that most American families share. Optimism, especially about the
future, is a belief that problems can be solved. This positive spirit enables Lions to take
risks in areas where others might only dream, resulting in tremendous successes for pro‐
jects which seem to too ambitious for one club to achieve.
Privacy is important to Americans. Because Americans respect one's privacy, Lions tend
to be apprehensive about inviting others to become a member of a Lions Club. “What if
they say no, not interested? ”Bragging is considered to be a negative quality; therefore
most Lions Clubs do not want to brag about what is accomplished by their members. In
the case of Lions, it should be called advertising and publicizing; not bragging.
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Greetings Lions of Minnesota,
I hope this email finds you well. The purpose of this correspondence is two-fold; first to introduce myself and secondly to invite
you all to attend and support a statewide event. My name is Kristin Oien and I am the new State Specialist for the Blind and
Visually Impaired. As a member of the Minnesota State Academy for the Blind (MSAB) Site Council, I recently proposed that
we should celebrate White Cane Safety Day to increase public awareness and share information regarding citizens who
are blind or visually impaired. The response was very positive and planning has begun. A Wikipedia definition of White
Cane Safety Awareness Day is as follows,
“White Cane Safety Day is a national observance in the
United States, celebrated on October 15 of each year since
1964. The date is set aside to celebrate the achievements of
people who are blind or visually impaired and the important
symbol of blindness and tool of independence, the white
cane. On October 6, 1964, a joint resolution of the U.S. Congress, H.R. 753, was signed into law as Pub.L. 88-628, and
codified at 36 U.S.C. § 142. This resolution authorized the
President of the United States to proclaim October 15 of
each year as "White Cane Safety Day". President Lyndon B.
Johnson signed the first White Cane Safety Day proclamation within hours of the passage of the joint resolution.”
The MSAB Site Council and the MSAB Foundation
(www.msabfoundation.org) are planning to celebrate White
Cane Safety Awareness Day in Minnesota on Friday, October 14, 2011 on the MSAB campus: 400 SE 6th Avenue, Faribault, MN 55021 from 9:30am – 1:30pm. The Minnesota
Lions Clubs Members, MSAB student body and staff, MSAB
Foundation members and children and adults from Minnesota who are blind or visually impaired will be invited to attend. We will have a short program on the MSAB campus,
walk with our white canes in Faribault, and return to MSAB
for a picnic lunch and campus tours. We plan on offering a
bag lunch and T-Shirt to all attendees, and that is where your
valued support comes in! The cost of the event will be approximately $18 per participant and we need monetary funds
in order to make this day a success! Would your club be
willing to donate monies to help with the costs involved? (We
will have an estimate of total costs as registrations are received.) If yes, please contact MSAB Foundation President,
Rolland Baldwin at info@msabfoundation.org.
Thank you so much for taking the time to read and consider this invitation for your participation. Registration information will be
forwarded to you soon. I hope to see many of you at MSAB on 10/14/2011!
Sincerely,
Kristin Oien
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VICE DISTRICT GOVERNOR DAVE THOMPSON
I do not know where time goes, but it is hard to believe that we are already 2 months into the new
Lion year. It has been a fairly busy two months with training, Council of Governors, Cabinet Meeting, Budget, and Global Membership Team Meetings (GMT). As we move forward, even though
the International has not formally adopted a program or plan for GMT, at our meeting it was decided that within District 5M8 we are going to continue with Programs and assistance to clubs. We
are all open and willing to meet with your clubs or club officers to share information, and lend
guidance wherever we can.
I will keep suggesting and talking about retention during my term as VDG and DG. Personally, I
feel that retention is the part of lionism that we are stumbling on the most. I know it is hard to admit that it is an issue, but it is. We can continue to bring in new members; that does not seem to be
a problem. The problem is that we are losing more members than we bring in. At the end of July
our district had a negative gain in membership again, even though we have taken in new members.
In my opinion, if we continue this trend, at some point we are going to run out of people within
the new member pool to draw from. What we as clubs seem to be struggling with is attracting and
keeping new younger members, and if we are to succeed as Lions Clubs, we have to be able to accomplish that task. I hope that everyone realizes for this is not just an issue that 5M8, it is an issue
worldwide, and also with other types of service organizations.
On a better note, I hope that everything is going well and continues that way as a lot of clubs get
back to their fall and winter schedules. And if there is anything at all that you or your clubs feel we
can help you do not hesitate to contact any of the cabinet members about it. If they can not help
or assist, you they will find someone that can. Have an excellent Labor Day and see you at your
Zone meetings.

Greetings From 2nd Vice District Governor
I hope everybody enjoyed their summer. Now that our New Lions Year has started, I hope
that each president will try to make their Club a little better than last year. I hope each
Club will try to retain all their members and try to get a new members in there club. The
member you bring in should be a member just like you. Do not try and get a new mem‐
ber just to say you got a member in the Club. Get quality members. Remember, when
you get new members in your club, introduce them to the other Lions in your club so they
feel that they are part of your Lions Club. Also, get them active in a Project or Fund
Raiser. Lionism can be fun only if you make it that way. If your club needs help, just give
me a call.
DONNA MAE LANDWEHR
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
ABOUT LIONS PROGRAMS:
What is the Council of Governors? What does a Council Chair do?
The Council of Governors is made up of the District Governors from the Districts contained in Multiple District 5M
(MD5M). There are 12 Districts in MD5M, Districts 5M‐1 through 5M‐11 and 5M‐13. There was a District 5M‐12 at one
time, but declining membership caused that district to be absorbed by Districts 5M‐10, 5M‐11 and 5M‐13.
The 12 Governors meet 4 times every year as a group and there are some sub‐committees that meet more often. The Coun‐
cil approves a Budget for MD5M which includes preparation of a Directory, support for Lions Programs, employing an execu‐
tive secretary and necessary travel to mention a few items. The Council of Governors also acts on requests for endorse‐
ments on specific projects and receives information all endorsed Lions Projects from Can Do Canines and Constitution and By
‐Laws to Youth Exchange and USA/Canada Leadership Forum.
The Council Chair (CC) presides over the 4 Council of Governors meetings and has voting, but not discussion (unless re‐
quested), privileges at the meetings. The CC should be able to answer questions the District Governors may have or be able
to find the answer. The CC also chairs the MD5M meetings held during the Multiple Convention. The CC also serves on Pre‐
liminary Budget and Executive Secretary Review Committees.
During their term as CC and for the following 2 years, the CC helps select the Al Jensen Award winner(s). After finishing their
term as CC, the Immediate Past CC (IPCC) acts as Chair of the Long Range Planning committee.
(Answered by) 2011‐2012 Council Chair Mike Molenda

EAGLE BEND LIONS CLUB
Gayie J Snook Join Date: 08/01/2011
Sponsor: RALPH WARREN
PINE CITY PINE AREA LIONS CLUB
Julie A Stevens Join Date: 08/01/2011
Sponsor: Erin Bombard
SOBIESKI LIONS CLUB
Jeffrey Borash Join Date: 07/01/2011
Sponsor: RICHARD DICK FEDA
5M8 is so excited to add so many new Lions to help us
“SERVE” our communities. Thank you for taking the time
out of your busy schedule to be a part of this hard working
service organization. We look forward to work with you, side
by side and strive make a difference in a community or world
wide for “a person in need”.
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Brad Piekarski Join Date: 07/01/2011
Sponsor: TOM MROZEK
ST CLOUD METRO LIONS CLUB
Steve Johnson Join Date: 07/01/2011
Sponsor: CHRIS YAGER
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SAUNTERING WITH DISTRICT GOVERNOR SANDY!!!
September 21-25:
September 27:

USA-Canada Leadership Forum in Anchorage
Lincoln-Scandia Valley DG Visit

October 3,
October 6,
October 10,
October 11,
October 14-15,
October 17,
October 19,
October 24,
October 25,
October 26,
October 28,
October 29,
November 2,
November 3,
November 7,
November 8,
November 15,
November 16,

Pine Area Lions Club DG Visit
LeSauk Township Area (and possibly an additional Club) Lions DG Visit
Staples Host and Staples ’93 Lions Club DG Visit
Mini-Forum in Foley
Council of Governors in Mahnomen
Albany, Avon, Freeport, St. Rosa Lions combined Clubs DG visit
Greenwald Lions Club DG Visit
Sandstone and Quarry Lions DG Visit
Sauk Rapids Lions Club DG Visit
5M8 Cabinet meeting in Sandstone
Sobieski 25th Anniversary
Thanksgiving for Vision at Earle Brown Center
Belgrade DG Visit
Richardson Lakes Area DG Visit
Duelm, Princeton, Hennriette, Foley DG Visit
Little Falls Dandee DG Visit
St. Joseph, St. Joseph Y2K Awards Banquet DG Visit
Buckman and Pierz Lions Clubs DG Visit

IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS:
Lion Patrick F Preimesberger of the Pierz Lions
Lion Hank Firgard of the Princeton Lions
Lion Alcuin Eich of the St. Joseph Lions
PUBLISHERS CORNER:

You will never believe it, but . . . it is time to starting

thinking about the October Lions Lines Newsletter!!! Yes—please send me any news item, picture,
article, project, etc as soon as it is planned and let me add it to the next newsletter. Lions Lions is a
work in progress all month, with a deadline of September 20th, so keep those club newsletters, pictures, and articles coming.

“ L ife is a narrative that you have a hand in writing. ” Henriette Anne Klauser
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International Peace Poster Contest, 2011
Each year, area and international youth enter this contest with their themed, original, and creative posters. This year's theme is "Children Know Peace". Area youth are encouraged by their local Lions' clubs to
stress the importance of peace, tolerance, and international understanding through their posters. It is a wonderful opportunity for each local club to interact with their local youth, ages 11-13. Each club evaluates each submitted poster for originality, artistic merit, and expression of the theme. Local winning posters are submitted to
the District Governor by Nov. 15, 2011. Winning posters will then be sent to the Multiple District and International rounds of competition for further judging. The International poster winner will receive a monetary prize
and award.
Kits for each participating school or youth group need to be ordered by Oct. 1, 20011, by the local participating
clubs. Cost for the kits is $9.95 plus shipping & handling. Fax or email your order to the International Club Supplies & Sales Department. (630-571-0964) or email clubsupplies@lionsclubs.org.
For more information, contact District Peace Poster Chairman Ellen Twaddle (email: etwaddl@brrainerd.net; or phone 218-894-2663) or District Governor Sandy Sandwick (email: ssandwick@scicable.net or phone 320-245-28490.

Submitted by Lion Ellen Twaddle,, District 5M8 Peace Poster Chairman

INFORMATION ON 5M PIN TRADERS AND
UPCOMING 5M PIN TRADERS SWAP
The 5M Pin Traders Club is made up of Lions
(who just happen to LOVE Lions pins) from all over
our Multiple of 5M as well as Lions from all over the
United States.
The cost of membership is $20 for 2 years. When
you join for the 2 years, you will receive a bag of 20
pins.
We have a yearly meeting which is always held at
the Multiple Convention. Our MN Pin Swap is being held on Saturday, September 10, 2011, at the
Becker Community Center in Becker, MN from 8
AM - 4 PM. If you would like more information
about the swap, please contact Lion Jim Hazeltine
at 320-743-4126 or email
at: jm3hz@frontiernet.net He is the current 5M
Pin Traders Club Treasurer and can also give you
more information on membership.
If your club has never had a club pin or it has
been many years since your last pin, please feel
free to contact me and I can answer some questions about getting a pin.
We are LIONS first, Pin Traders second!!! Have
FUN!!!
Lion Bill Guthrie
President of 5M Pin Traders Club
Member of Coon Rapids Lions Club
763-786-8072
bmguthrie9@q.com
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Minnesota Lions Diabetes Foundation, Inc.
The Trustees of the Minnesota Lions Diabetes
Foundation are asking all the clubs to make a
commitment of an additional $3 per member
per year for the next 3 years to help accelerate
the cure of Type 1 diabetes.
The Trustees have made a 3 year pledge of
$250,000 to the Schulze Diabetes Institute of
the University of Minnesota to create the Minnesota Lions Islet Imaging Laboratory. The
funds will be used to develop magnetic resonance imaging tools and design, assemble, test
and refine the imaging coils necessary to view
islet cells in the test tube, in large animals, and
ultimately in humans in order to advance the
cure for diabetes.
The Trustees of the Minnesota Lions Diabetes
Foundation hope that each club will also be
able to support the other financial needs of
the Foundation through your Parade of Green
and other donations.
If you have questions, please contact the District Chairs, Judy Loken
(pccjudy@hotmail.com) or Geri Altrichter
(snowdam@brainerd.net).
Thank You for considering this important
project.

Sartell Lions Breakfast Buffet

Sunday, September 25th
from 8-11:30
Blue Line Sports Bar and Grill
All you care to eat!
Join us for scrambled eggs, pancakes, bacon and sausage and cheesy hash browns

Adults: $6.50
Children 12 and under: $4.00
(children under 5 are free!)
All proceeds to benefit our elementary students with
special communication needs!

DG Sandy says: "April is
so many months away,
Register now and enjoy
the freedom
of NOT having to remember to register at a later
date!"
The convention registration and hotel
registration is on the MD5M website,
What a great opportunity to attend the
convention in our own (5M8) backyard.

Thank you for your support!

2012 MD5M Convention
Exploring Lions Pride
at the
93rd MD5M Convention
April 27-29, 2012

Grand Casino Hinckley
Hinckley, Minnesota

Hosted by Princeton Lions Club
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Sauk Rapids Riverside Leos Club held a waffle breakfast to benefit the prison puppy program. Not only was
the breakfast a success, but many lions showed their support for our club. District Governor Sandy Sandwick
made an appearance along with some past district governors. The Sauk Rapids Riverside Leos would like to
thank everyone for the support that has been shown to us not only at the waffle breakfast but throughout
our first year as a club.
Cold Springs
Home Pride Committees meet during DG visit
Cold Springs
Home Pride DG
Visit. DG Sandy

and PDG Janette
Dingmann

PCC Jim Diehl and PCC Frank Loken presented the $75,000 LCIF grant to Al Peters of Can Do Canines at the graduation
on August 13.
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5M8

Participants from 5M8.
Lions Ted Peterson & Duane Finger were winners. Lion Ted won a
drawing and Lion Duane won a prize for being one of the top 10 fund
raisers. DG Sandy with 5M1 DG Joe Schlichenemeyer & wife Lion Pat.

The LeSauk Lions serving ice cream at Camp Friendship in Annandale. From left to right, Lion Jim Muellenbach; Lion Ron Mumm & Lion Stuart Swenson.

This is the Foundation meeting before the
cabinet meeting on August 8

PDG Bill Landwehr giving DG
Sandy a tiny purse with a big chain

Lion Duane Finger explaining his gift
of an Alaskan t-shirt to DG Sandy

PDG Frank Leidenfrost presenting DG
Sandy with a "not very healthy" tree

IPCC Jim Diehl presenting DG Sandy
with a 5M8 Lion
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District Governor
Sandy Sandwick
PO Box 561
514 North Court Avenue
Sandstone, MN 55072

5M8 LIONS EVENTS 2011-2012
Sept 07:

Sept 20:
Sept 21-25:

Region 2 Zone 2 Zone Meeting at Michael’s on Hwy 10, St. Cloud, Social 6 pm,
Dinner 6:30 pm
Duelm Area Lions Palmer Day Lunch Stand
Region 4, Zone 2 Zone Meeting at the Blue Heron
Duelm Area Lions Ride & Roar
Region 1 Zone 1 Zone Meeting at Askov Community Center, Social 6 pm,
Dinner 6:30 pm
Region 4, Zone 1 Zone Meeting at Kimball Shelter
USA-Canada Leadership Forum in Anchorage, Alaska

Oct 11:
Oct 20-22:
Oct 26:
Oct 28:
Oct 29:

Mini Forum at Henri’s in Foley
5M Leo Leadership Conference at Camp St. Croix in Hudson, WI
5M8 Cabinet Meeting in Sandstone
Sobieski Lions 25th Anniversary Celebration
Thanksgiving for Vision at Earle Brown Center

2012
Feb 3-5:
April 27-29:
June 26:

5M8 Mid-Winter Convention
Multiple Convention at Grand Casino, Hinckley
Start of the International Convention in Korea

Sept 10:
Sept 13:
Sept 17:
Sept 20:

