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2nd VDGE Duane & Marilyn Finger, DG 
Sandy and 1st DGE Donna & PDG Bill 

Landwehr 

I am constantly learning new things about Lionism and have concluded that learning about Lionism is 
never a “done deal”. As I visit clubs, I realize that many clubs need to have orientation programs about 
Lions. I have been at clubs where the members are unsure of the terms such as International Director, 
Parade of Green, MD5M and other related terms which define who and what Lions are. Please make 

plans for someone to visit your club with information about Lions. It is neither too late to have a visit this 
year, nor too early to contact DGE Dave and tell him what you need for next year. There are cabinet mem‐
bers who have information specific to the area of orientation. This is not boring; it is fascinating to learn 

about Lions beyond the local community. 

Officer training, Is it important? Yes, of course it is. I would also encourage clubs to be thinking of next year…what?????? I 
have been told of clubs who can/have not filled their officer positions yet for this year. Observe your club members; get 
them involved now in anticipation of being elected an officer in 2013. I also admire the secretaries and treasurers who 
have been elected to the same positions “forever”. It is sometimes difficult to give up “your” job, but please think about 
preparing another Lion to partner with you, so you can step back, and be a mentor. One club in 5M8 lost their secretary at 
the beginning of the new Lions year. It took months for another Lion to be willing to try to fill the position. Dependency on 

one person is not necessarily a good thing. 

I took advantage of vicariously enjoying the Polar Plunge in Eden Prairie. Council Chair Mike Molenda was coerced 
(bribed?)  into jumping into the freezing lake as Charlie’s partner. CC Mike presented Charlie with a Polar Plunge jacket, 

which Charlie gave to me. As a result of the water, Charlie did lose his roar, but his fur fluffed up nicely when dried. Charlie 
hopes to travel with Bob Harms during his fundraiser trip for the Hearing Foundation…from Canada to Iowa. Lion Bunny 

Tabatt is trying to figure a way that Charlie can be part of a Leader Dog fundraiser event on a bike ride from coast to coast. 
Why do I mention these things that involve a stuffed Lion? Lions are constantly searching for ways to raise funds and 

“serve”.  Lions have the serious business and challenge to be the largest service organization in the world. BUT REMEMBER 
Lions have fun, nobody likes a grouchy Lion. 
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5M8 is so excited to add so many new Lions to help us “SERVE” our communities.  Thank you for taking the time 
out of your busy schedule to be a part of this hard working service organization.  We look forward to working with 
you, side by side and strive to make a difference in a community or world wide project to help “a person in need”.    

 

 

 

FREEPORT LIONS CLUB 

Duane Rothsein  Sponsor:  Not reported 

 

ISLE LIONS CLUB 

Marvin Hietala  Sponsor:  Marlene L. Moss 

 

MOTLEY LIONS CLUB 

Barbara Nistler  Sponsor:  Betty Farber 

Patricia A Thompson Sponsor:  Betty Farber 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LITTLE FALLS DANDEE LIONS CLUB 

Sharon Bauer  Sponsor:  Debbie Witucki 

Renee LaDoux  Sponsor:  Not reported 

Sherrie Otremba  Sponsor:  Not reported 

Debbie Witucki  Sponsor:  Bunny Tabatt 

 

2012-2013 OFFICER TRAINING SESSIONS SCHEDULE 
 
District 5M8’s Leadership Development Team will be conducting Officer Training Sessions in four areas of our District.  
ALL Clubs are encouraged to have their 2012-13 officers attend the session that is most convenient for them. 
 
All officers and all interested Lions, Lioness, and Leos are invited to attend.    These training sessions are designed to 
inform officers and members of the duties, requirements, and expectations of club officers and other aspects of Lionism. 
 
There will be sessions for Club Presidents, Secretaries, Treasurers, Tail Twisters, Lion Tamers, Membership Chairs, and 
an introduction to the LCI Lions Learning Center.   Club secretaries will be having HANDS ON training.   We know 
that everyone will have the opportunity to learn more, and something new about their jobs and Lions. 
 
Site times and locations are: 
 All sessions will start at 6:30 PM and end at 9:00 PM. 
 April 10, 2012—Rocori High School, Cold Spring, MN 
 April 17, 2012—Pierz High School, Pierz, MN 
 April 24, 2012—East Central High School, Askov, MN 
 May 2, 2012—Staples/Motley High School, Staples, MN 
 
Agenda 
All—6:30-6:40 PM—Welcome and introduction—DGE Dave Thompson 
All—6:40-7:20 PM—Introduction to the LCI Lions Learning Center—Lion John 
        Hotz 
        7:20-7:30 PM—Break—Pop, Water, Coffee, and treats are provided 
        7:35-9:00 PM—Secretaries—PCC Jim Diehl, Lion Mike Cramer, Lion Charlie     
                               Gunderson 
        7:35-9:00 PM—Presidents—PDG Frank Leidenfrost 
        7:35-8:10 PM—Treasurers—PDG Pete Kleingartner 
        8:10-9:00 PM—Tail Twisters, Lion Tamers, Membership—1VDGE Donna  
                               Mae Landwehr, Lion Deb Bialke 
 
All Clubs are asked to please make every possible effort to attend the most convenient location.  Should you have any 
questions, please contact PCC Jim Diehl at 1-320-255-1199 or PDG Frank Leidenfrost at 1-218-894-1935. 
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DISTRICT GOVERNOR ELECT DAVE THOMPSON 
Greeting Lions of District 5M8, I want to start with a big Thank You to the Sauk Rapids Lions Club and the conven-
tion committee, for putting together another great convention. I would like to say Thank You to DG Sandy for the 
excellent job of overseeing and conducting many of the activities of the convention. It was great to see and talk to 
many great Lions at the convention.  WHAT A GREAT ORGANIZATION. I would also like to congratulate 1st 
VDGE Donna Mae Landwehr and 2nd VDGE Duane Finger on their elections and look forward to working with them 
in the upcoming Lion year. Finally but not least a big Thank You to The Lions of 5M8 for giving me the opportunity 
to serve as your District Governor this coming Lions year. I am looking forward to working with and meeting as many 
Lions in District 5M8 as possible during and after my term as District Governor. Hopefully together we can work to-
gether towards the goals and tasks as they are set forth by the various organizations of Lions. As I stated during my ac-
ceptance speech at the convention, I am going to try and get as much input as possible from fellow Lions and their 
organizations in regards to where we go in the coming year.  I know I have a few goals I would like to try and achieve, 
but also know that a lot of you also have situations or tasks you would like to address, and if we are not apprised of 
them we can not do anything in regards to them. I have always lived by the belief that a leader of an organization is 
only as good as the members from top to bottom of the organization around them. THIS IS EACH AND EVERY 
ONE OF YOU, without the Lions in the clubs there would not be a Lions Organization. Everyone must understand 
that you are important to this organization and your opinions do count. I would like each of you to be aware of the 
fact that I welcome an open door policy, and am willing to openly discuss and address any issue brought forth by you.  
Feel free to contact me at anytime - my contact information can be found at the end of this article.  

I would like to also remind you about the Officer training coming up. We are looking forward to seeing as many Lions 
as possible at these events, and it is open to all members not just the officers. I feel we have orchestrated an excellent 
instructional team and set of topics for these evenings, so it should be a great time well spent. You can also gather 
more information on Officer Training from an article elsewhere in this newsletter, and if you have any questions feel 
free to contact any of the Cabinet members or my self.  

Mary and I gathered with fellow DGEs and DGs for training and the Council of 
Governors meeting in Brooklyn Center. These are opportunities in which we learn 
more about Lionism and our duties as District Governors, and what is happening 
with in the other Districts of the Multiple. We have a very busy schedule the next 
couple of months prior to heading for Korea in June for induction as District Gov-
ernor at the International Convention.  

The last item I would like to address prior to closing is that we are still looking for a 
host Club or Zone for next years convention in Hinckley, so if anyone is interested 
please contact me or District Governor Sandy to discuss it. Thank You and keep up 
the excellent job in Lionism                         DGE DAVE 

Lions Quest in St. Cloud 
Congratulations to Lion John Bowden, the St. Cloud Southsiders Lions Club, and Lions of 5M 8 for organizing 
yet another Lions Quest workshop!   

The workshop will be held in St. Cloud on June 4 & 5. The workshop will train K-8 educators to implement the 
Lions Quest program in their schools. The training and curriculum is being sponsored by  local Lions clubs. For 
more information on the workshop, visit our Web site at: http://lions-quest.org/wkshpschedule.php. 

On behalf of Lions Quest and Lions Clubs International, I'd like to thank you for your commitment to impacting 
the lives of young people through Lions Quest. We couldn't do it without you! 

Chris Bunch, Lions Clubs 

630-468-7024     christopher.bunch@lionsclubs.org 
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I THINK NOW THAT SPRING IS ABOUT HERE, AND WE HAVE A NEW CLUB IN OUR DIS-
TRICT, WE SHOULD ALL TAKE A LOOK AT OUR CLUBS AND SEE IF WE COULD RETAIN 
OUR MEMBERS.  AS WE STARTED THIS NEW CLUB, WE HAVE FOUND OUT THAT 
THERE ARE A LOT OF PEOPLE, MEN AND WOMEN, THAT DO NOT KNOW MUCH ABOUT 
LIONISM, AND THEY HAVE NEVER BEEN ASKED TO BE A LION IN A CLUB.  REMEMBER 
TO GET A NEW MEMBER: YOU NEED TO ASK A PERSON AND DO NOT WAIT UNTIL THEY 
ASK YOU HOW TO BE A MEMBER. SEE IF EACH CLUB COULD COME OUT WITH ONE 
MORE MEMBER THAN WHAT THEY STARTED WITH ON JULY 1ST , 2011.  
 
ONE OF THE QUESTIONS THAT WAS ASKED,  "WHY 
DO YOU WANT TO START ANOTHER LIONS 
CLUB?"  MY ANSWER WAS, "THE MORE CLUBS WE 
HAVE AND MEMBERS WE HAVE, THE MORE WE CAN 
DO TO HELP WITH WHAT LIONS ARE MEANT FOR; TO 
HELP THE LESS FORTUNATE.  REMEMBER YOU 
NEED TO ASK.  

1ST VDGE LION DONNA LANDWEHR  

My Fellow Lions, 
 

The Tampa Forum Planning Team, supported by the Host Committee, is working diligently to put on a 
Forum program which will provide attendees with an excellent experience of value-added leadership 

and informational seminars and sessions.  From the keynote speakers and presenters to the extracur-
ricular activities and events being planned by the host committee, we can be sure of a great learning 

experience and enjoyable time in Tampa.  The February/March issue of Destination Tampa is now 
available online and can be view by clicking the link below.                                               

February/March Destination Tampa 

In each issue of the newsletter leading up to the Forum in September, we shall feature a variety of 
seminars, activities, events and highlights of things to do and see while in Tampa and Florida area.  It 
is a family vacation destination and a great opportunity to make September a time to add on a family 
vacation to the Lions Forum.  We encourage you to visit the Forum website regularly as it is continually 
being updated as new information on the Forum and program is available. Full details and online regis-
tration information can be found at:  https://usacanadalionsforum.org/ 

 
General Chairperson 
2012 USA/Canada Lions Leadership Forum 
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT LIONS PROGRAMS: 

 “The Believer’s” Awards  
As part of the Million Tree Planting campaign, “The Believer’s” Awards will be available to districts and clubs who 
demonstrate their belief in the power of service by planting a tree:  

• District Awards. Each district governor whose district achieves at least 50 percent club participation in tree 
planting will receive an “I’m A Believer” plaque to commemorate their success. 
• Club Awards. The top 100 clubs in each constitutional area who plant the most number of trees by members 
will receive a special award plaque and be recognized on the Web site and in LION magazine. In addition, all clubs 
participating in tree planting will receive a specially-designed banner patch for the first tree planting activity reported 
during the fiscal year. 
We will mail awards to eligible districts and clubs in June/July 2012. We will mail banner patches to eligible clubs on 
a monthly basis. 
Award Eligibility 
To be considered for “The Believer’s” awards, clubs and districts must submit a report on their Million Tree Planting 
Campaign activities (narrative description of the activity, with photos if available) to Lions Clubs International via the 
Lions Service Activity Report in the WMMR by May 1, 2012.  
Specific instructions on how to access the Service Activity Report system are available on the WMMR login page.  
For assistance submitting Service Activity Reports, please contact us. 
Tree Planting Campaign  
Help reach International President Tam’s goal to plant a million trees this year. Join the campaign » 

 

IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS 

 

Please keep the families of our passed Lions in your prayers. 

Frequently Asked Question: What is the relationship between some numbers and Lions? 

80% = original forests lost in the world between 1900‐2000,  forests provide a source of livelihood, protection from natu‐
ral disasters and absorb carbon dioxide emissions that lead to global warming.  Trees Planted by Lions since 
July 2011: 7,453,153. 

30,000,000+ people for whom Lions, LCIF and partners have prevented serious vision loss  
 20 % = of the world’s population has access to clean water; more people die from unsafe water than from all forms of violence, includ‐
ing war. (FYI: Many Americans take a 5 minute shower, this uses more water than many people in developing nations have for use in a 
day.) In Africa, Lions water projects are helping to turn the tide against disease and poverty. 75,777 people helped through 28 grants 
($377,026) which provided clean water and access to health care. 
450 = Children who die each day from measles. Yet, for less than US$1, we can vaccinate one child for life. To help Lions in this effort, 
the Gates Foundation is donating US$1 for every $2 raised by Lions. Together, LCIF and the Gates Foundation will provide a total of 
US$15 million to fight measles this year.  

$38,696,769.00 =  given by LCIF for 519 grants in 2010-2011. 

??????? = People who are helped worldwide by Lions.  “We Serve”. 

April 17, 2012* Tax Day for Tax Year 2011 (Lions: Provide your own IRS numbers.)*The traditional tax return filing deadline is April 15 of 
each year, but April 15, 2012 is a Sunday and April 16, 2012 falls on Emancipation Day in the District of Columbia. Begin planning for next 
year; Donations to LCIF may be tax deductible. The Foundation is a non‐profit, tax‐exempt corporation, as described in Section 501(c)(3) 
of the U.S. Internal Revenue Code. Contributions are tax deductible, as allowed under the Internal Revenue Service code. 
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PUBLISHERS CORNER:  
 Let me start out by saying “ SORRY ” ! !!  If you sent something to me to be placed in the newsletter and you 

don ’ t see it, please forgive me.  I had some computer issues this month.  I had files that were full, which in turn 

didn ’ t let me receive emails.  But all is well now, so please resend them for the next issue of Lions Lines.  It is a 

joy to share the wonderful acts of kindness that our fellow Lions do on a daily basis.   

Blessing to you and your family as we celebrate the risen Lord!   

   He is risen indeed!  Happy Easter to all! 

  Lion Donna Orstad           orstadacres@dishmail.net 

SAUNTERING WITH DISTRICT GOVERNOR SANDY!!!   

April 09,   Isle and WISH DG Visit                                                                                 
April 10,   Club Officer Training in Cold Spring         
April 14,   GMT/GLT meeting in St. Cloud                                                                   
April 15,   Roscoe Lions DG Visit           
April 17,   Club Officer Training in Pierz                                                                      
April 18,   Royalton and Sobieski DG Visit                                                                   
April 24,    Club Officer Training in Sandstone—East Central Schools                       
April 27-29,  MD5M Convention—Hinckley                                                                      
May 2,   Club Officers Training in Staples                                                                
May 8,   Cabinet Meeting in St. Cloud                                                
May 24   St. Cloud Lions 75th Anniversary      

June 8   Waite Park 2012 Charter Night                                                                    
June 22-26,   LCI Convention—Busan, Korea                        

June 26   DG Sandy becomes IPDG Sandy 

WANTED:  HOST CLUB/S FOR THE 2013 MID- 
  WINTER CONVENTION 
DATE:  FEBRUARY 1, 2 & 3, 2013 
LOCATION: HINCKLEY GRAND CASINO   
   CONVENTION CENTER 
DAVE THOMPSON -  WILL BE DISTRICT GOVERNOR 
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Lion Mark and his Team have created a blog (www.CyclingForLeaderDogs.org) so people can easily follow his journey and donate. 

A few ways Lions can show their support: 

•    Become a Cycling for Leader Dogs Sponsor with $35 donation to Leader Dogs for the Blind. 

•    Bike along with Mark for a short while. 

•    Cheer him on as he passes through your community. 

•    Email him at mansell.lacenter@gmail.com if you would like to host him overnight. 

•    Share this with family and friends. 

Sincerely, 
Leader Dogs for the Blind  

Press Release: Cycling for Leader Dogs  
 
Cycling for Leader Dogs  
 

Most of us probably had a “back to school” assignment as children where we were asked to write about, “What I 
did over my summer vacation?”  This fall, La Center, Washington school superintendent Mark Mansell will have plenty to talk about if he was asked to 
complete the same assignment.   

 

He is planning on riding his bicycle from Portland, Oregon across the country all the way to Portland, Maine or approximately 3,500 miles.  “I enjoy 
challenges and I love to learn”, Mansell said.  “Given the chance to attempt something like this is a very special opportunity that is extremely exciting.”   

Putting in the miles is just part of the challenge Mansell is putting before himself.  He is also a member of the La Center Lions Club and has decided to 
raise money for Leader Dogs for the Blind.  “Given the time commitments of my job, I have not really been able to participate in many Lion’s functions 
beyond our local community.  When my school board gave me a two month sabbatical, I jumped at the idea of working to support Leader Dogs”, 
Mansell said. 

 
The goal is to raise at least $35,000 in order to help someone in need to receive a service dog.  To achieve this goal, Mansell (with the support of his 
home club and interested clubs along the trip route) will work to secure nearly 1,000 sponsors as part of a “penny per mile” for Leader Dogs effort.   All 
donations of $35 or more will receive a Cycling for Leader Dogs vest pin commemorating this solo cross-country bicycle trip.To meet our goal, we 
will need to secure 1,086 individual "one penny per mile" sponsors 

A Case of Mistaken Identity? 

It seemed like a good idea at the time … helping out a new charity who needed a friend. 

Since 1964, Friendship Ventures has been providing camp services to children and adults with disabilities. 
Over the years, the organization enjoyed growing into a provider of not only camp, but respite and travel ser-
vices.  

So when veteran-focused Project New Hope needed an ally, Friendship Ventures was there to help. As the new 
charity began the process of  applying for non-profit status, the camp organization stepped in to serve as the 
fiscal agent, something a friend would do. It’s in the name after all. 

Who could have predicted the confusion that would follow? Friendship Ventures operates three camps; Camp Friendship in Annandale, 
Camp Eden Wood in Eden Prairie and Camp New Hope near McGregor. 

So Camp New Hope is assisting Project New Hope. The names are just too close - and nowhere is it more clear than in the conversations 
at the recent Lions District conventions. The Lions and  Friendship Ventures share a long and meaningful history, and there are Lions 
who are not shy about speaking their minds. Clubs have been unsure of where and how to direct the donations. Some even thought that 
writing a check to one would benefit both.  

The attempt to help has turned into case of mistaken identity. Friendship Ventures believes in helping veterans, but in addition to (not 
instead of) helping the 3,000 children and adults with disabilities that we serve each year. The confusion has cost our organization some 
key funds. The people who will feel these effects the most are the youth and adults with disabilities. 

We are growing, so your continued support is vital to the people we serve in your communities. Our concern is that donations previously 
directed to Friendship Ventures to help these children and adults are being lost in the shuffle.  This comes at a time when more and 
more families are facing the challenges of caring for a loved one with disabilities. 

Don’t let a case of mistaken identity rob individuals with disabilities of these valuable services.  
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Cabinet & Lions Friends:  
 Some of the business conducted during the March 17th COG in Brooklyn Center: (Not in any order of impor-
tance, and not confirmed by meeting minutes). More business was conducted, but the following items were 
probably the most crucial. 
The District Governor Elects were welcomed to the business table for the first time! 
 1.) The DGE group elected 5M9 Governor Bruce Beck as 2012-2013 Council Chair. (A great choice!!) 
 2.) The COG voted for money to allow 2011-2012 CC Mike Molenda to attend the LCI International convention in 
Busan. There was a conflict between the Final Budget and Policy Manual (Chapter 7, B-2 and C) with MD5M By-
Laws (Article V, Sect. 2 and Article VI, Sect. 5F.) This business will be dealt with by the 2012-2013 COG in order 
to clarify and confirm the language concerning future Council Chairs. 
 3.) The allocation for the award to the winners of the MD5M Peace Poster contest  and the Essay Contest will be 
equal---$100 and a plaque 
 4.) A position of the proposed By-Law Amendment capping campaign fund at $100,000 was recommended as a 
"Strong No". Delegates will be voting on this proposed amendment at the MD5M convention. 
 5.) A certified Service Dog (Leader Dog, Can Do Canine, Canadian Guide Dog) which has died since the 2011 
MD5M convention can be honored during the 2012 MD5M memorial service. The honor would be at the end of 
the individual District's list of Lions honored. Pictures and/or information must adhere to the deadlines of the con-
vention schedule. 
 6.) The MD5M schedule for Saturday has been changed to.......NO 2VDGE meeting at 8:00 a.m.; but a 2VDGE 
Meet and Greet will be scheduled for 2:15-3:15. 
 7.) There were several changes in By-Laws and Policy Manual relating to grammar, spelling, or capitalization as 
suggested from the Auditor 
 8.) The Long Range Planning will occur every other year.  
 9.) Canadian Magistrate Lion Bob Michels administered the oath of dual citizenship (Canadian) to Charlie, the 
MD5M 2011-2012 Lion mascot, who currently resides with DG Sandy. Charlie raised money for and participated 
in the Polar Plunge--partnering with CC Mike Molenda. Charlie plans to travel with Lion Bob Harms on his fund-
raiser journey for the Hearing Foundation...riding on a lawnmower from Canada to Iowa. (Donations in Charlie's 
name are welcome for this proposed August event.) 
 10.) PDG Wayne Swanson announced his retirement as the MD5M Legal Consultant. 
 11.) PCC Keith Johnson announced his retirement as the MD5M Parade Consultant. 
 12.) PCC Bob Jechorek congratulated 5M8 on the organizing of the new Waite Park 2012 Lions Club, to be char-
tered June 8, 2012. 
  

See, Serve, Smile in Lionism, 
DG Sandy 

LIONS MD5M COG BUSINESS MEETING SUMMARY 

MD5M Governors, CC Mike, Secretary Bob, PID 
Debra & Lion Steve at the March COG 



 

 5M8 LIONS LINES   Page 10 



 

 5M8 LIONS LINES   

THINGS TO DO IN 5M8THINGS TO DO IN 5M8THINGS TO DO IN 5M8   
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ST. CLOUD LIONS 

ARE CELEBRATING THEIR 

85TH YEAR OF SERVICE 
 

THURSDAY, MAY 24TH 

6:OO SOCIAL - 7:00 DINNER & PROGRAM 
 

COYOTE MOON GRILLE 

480 55TH AVENUE SE 

ST. CLOUD, MN  56304 
 

PLEASE JOIN US ALONG WITH  

INTERNATIONAL DIRECTOR BRIAN SHEEHAN 

AND DISTRICT GOVERNOR SANDY SANDWICK 

FOR A LOOK BACK AT OUR FIRST 85 YEARS. 
 

PLEASE RSVP AND SEND $15 PAYABLE TO  

ST. CLOUD LIONS CLUB FOR EACH DINNER 
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Special Olympics MN Polar Plunges Are A Lion’s Splash 
By DGE Dave Reach, 5M5 

 

Special Olympics Minnesota recently completed hosting 16 polar plunges. Over 13,000 people took the plunge raising $2.4 mil-
lion. These funds will be used to host local, regional, state, national, and international Special Olympics competitions. Our 
7,000 Minnesota athletes participate in 35 competitive events. 

Last July, our Council of Governors and Special Olympics Minnesota agreed to a sponsor partnership for which the Lions re-
ceived the following benefits: 

 

The Lions logo was displayed on the polar bear plunge website with over 4 million hits www.plungemn.org 

The Lions name was mentioned on statewide radio advertisements 

Lion banners were placed at the 16 polar bear plunges 

The Lions logo was printed on 14,000 participant plunge shirts 

The Lions logo was printed on all polar bear plunge promotional materials 

The Lions logo was on all raffle ticket and promotional materials 

 

Our Lions participated at several plunge events by:  

forming polar bear plunge teams, (Lots of laughter and stories that will be re-told many times for years to come.) 

selling the Lion/Special Olympic Minnesota raffle tickets,  

providing vending and other supportive services at the plunges, and  

making direct contributions to Special Olympics. 

 

On March 10 Council Chair Mike Molinda represented all of us Lions by plunging at the Eden Prairie Polar Plunge. Lion Mike 
said “the temperature was 60° outside and the water temperature was 40°. It was much more of a shock this year than it was last 
year when the air temperature was 28°. The water actually felt warm last year”. 

If you or your club would like to make a contribution the Special Olympics Minnesota, it is not too late. The addresses is: 

Special Olympics MN 

100 Washington Ave S., Suite 550 

Minneapolis, MN 55401 

Attn:  Mike Kane 

How will you or your club help next year? 

Lion Bunny Tabatt has announced a fundraiser for Leader Dogs: 
  

Bicycling for Leader Dog.  A Lion/Professor on Sabbatical will ride from Washington 
State to Portland, Maine.  He will come into Minnesota at Fargo and cross the state to 
Manitowoc, WI and then down to Leader Dog before he starts the trip to Niagara Falls 
to Portland.  It will be a total of 3500 miles around the middle of July 2012.  He is spon‐
sored by anyone for a penny a mile.  Each donator will get a pin created by his daugh‐
ter for the $35.00 donation.  
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          RANDALL-CUSHING LITTLE ELK LIONS 

As a new member of our club, having only served one year, I was reluctant to accept the position of President for the 2011-2012 year, 
when asked.  I was aware of some struggles with past members, and I was aware of declining membership.  I knew my goal as President 
was to retain current membership, and recruit new ones.  And how was I to do this when it hadn’t already happened? 

I came up with an idea to have a “Progressive Dinner”.  Ads were put into the local paper and an invitation was posted in our local busi-
nesses.  Personal invites were sent to prospective members. 

We decorated with a snowman theme, using snowman decorations that our members had.  We all donated a food item for the dinner.  
We would host the table where our donated food item was served. 

We serviced a six course meal while progressing from table to table. 

The first table was where the guest would sign in and register for a door prize.  As snowmen blinked their lights, the guests could view 
articles and pictures of our current events, page through the Lions International magazines, and listen to Frosty the snowman music.   

As they progressed to table number two, they were offered a refreshment of coffee, pop, spring water or wine.  Seven plump snowmen 
spelled out WELCOME and our table host assigned a name tag for them to wear. 

Table three offered snowman plates and napkins for serving appetizers and where they listened to PCC Frank Loken.  Frank talked 
about the Hearing Foundation. 

At table four, our host offered a choice of chicken wild rice soup or beef vegetable soup along with hot freshly baked dinner rolls.  PCC 
Judy Loken shared information on Diabetes as the guests were eating. 

Then next table, our host served an Italian salad.  Bunny Tabatt was our guest speaker, who entertained us with her stories of her per-
sonal involvement her leader dog and enlighten us about the Leader Dog program. 

During the main course at the next table, the host served Swiss chicken and sliced carrots and talked about the projects we do on a local 
level. 

The last table served coffee and cherry cheesecake dessert.  Guests also learned how they could be involved and how to join our club.  As 
a thank you gift, they received a snowmen pen. 

We had eight guests attend the supper and six guests signed up to join, which almost doubled our current membership of eight. 

Together . . . Our club worked . . . And together . . . We had a successful event. 

President Lion Renee Hegg, Randall-Cushing Little Elk Lions    
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Swanville Lions 60th Anniversary Lion Charlie and DG Sandy 

PDG Larry Schul & DG Sandy                                     
practicing counting???? 

DG Sandy & Lion Charlie on their travels 

Eagle Bend, Clarissa Lions & DG Sandy 
discussing Lions business! 

PDG Allen Bailey doing what PDG’s do! 

DG Sandy, DGE Dave & Mary at the 
Friendship Banquet 

CC Mike & Charlie immediately after 
the Polar Plunge with DG Sandy 



 

 

 
 
 
 
April 27-29:   Multiple Convention at Grand Casino, Hinckley 
 
June 08:  Charter Night for Waite Park 2012 Lions Club @ 7 PM—Eagles Club of St. Cloud 
 
June 13:  Duelm Area Lions Raffle & Pork Chop BBQ 
 
June 22-26: International Convention  in Busan, Korea 
 
October 09: Mini Forum, Henry’s, Foley, MN 
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District Governor  
Sandy Sandwick 
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