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INTERNATIONAL DIRECTOR DAVE HAJNY  

 

Dave Hajny, from Ennis, Montana, USA, was 

elected to serve a two-year term as a director of 

The International Association of Lions Clubs at 

the association’s 94th International Convention, 

held in Seattle, Washington, USA July 4-8, 

2011.  

 

Director Hajny is retired.  

 

A member of the Bozeman Lions Club, and a 

Lion since 1994, he has held many offices within 

the association, including club president, zone 

chair, council chair and district governor. He also served as Montana Li-

ons Sight & Hearing Foundation vice president, Montana PDG Associa-

tion president and a faculty member at the Regional Lions Leadership In-

stitute.  

 

In recognition of his service to the association, he has received numerous 

awards including two Club Lion of the Year Awards, a PID Dr. Jack 

Dobush Fellowship, a PID Gary Tschache Fellowship, a Montana Lions 

Sight & Hearing Fellowship, a Presidential Leadership Medal, five Inter-

national President’s Certificates of Appreciation and an International 

President’s Medal. He is also a Progressive Melvin Jones Fellow.  

 

In addition to his Lions activities, Director Hajny is active in numerous 

professional and community organizations, including the Madison Valley 

Hospital Foundation, the American Legion and the United States Selec-

tive Service Board for Montana. He has also served as chairperson of the 

Madison Valley Rural Fire Board.  

 

Director Hajny and his wife, Marie, also a Lion and a Melvin Jones Fel-

low, have three sons, one daughter and seven grandchildren.  
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District Governor Dave Thompson 
 Greeting Lions, Leos, and Lioness, What a difference a day can make in Minnesota, 

65 degrees yesterday and 29 today. Hopefully everyone will be able to cope with the change.  
This past month Mary and I have visited the following Clubs, Richardson Area Lions, Pine 

City Pine Area Lions, Belgrade Lions, Isle Lions, Onamia Lions, St Joseph Lions, St Joseph 

Y2K Lions, Waite Park 2012 Lions, Farming Lions, St. Martin Lions, Avon Lions, St Rosa 

Lions, Albany Lions, Freeport Lions, Askov Lions, Finlayson Giese Lions, and the Sturgeon 

Lake Lions. The more clubs we visit, the more excited we get about Lionism. What a great 

District to be part of. We have all but 8 Clubs scheduled for their visits, so if you have not 

scheduled your visit, please contact me as soon as possible. It is so gratifying to see clubs so 

active within their communities and district functions. you are making an outstanding contri-

bution to service. As I have said in the past and will continue to say, it is the lion members of 

their respective clubs that make this District such a success in Lionism.  
Every month during our visits Mary and I are surprised to learn about an activity that took place that we would have 

attended had we known about it. I also know for a fact that there are many more Lions within our District that would 

be very pleased and excited to show support to fellow Lions Clubs, but they can not do that unless they know about 

the event. So I would like to remind each and everyone from the Lions Clubs that if they would like more publicity 

for their Individual Events and Fund Raisers, please submit the information to Publicity Chair, Lion Ted Peterson to 

be published in our monthly newsletter. To get this information to Lion Ted send it by e-mail to the following e-mail 

address, tedlee003@hotmail.com. I would also like to remind Lions members, if you are planning to attend the Mid 

Winter Convention, to please get your registrations in soon as possible. If we can get all the rooms at the Grand 

Hinckley Inn spoken for by Lions we would have the complete Facility to ourselves for the Convention. Also, if 

your club is planning on having a Hospitality Room at the Convention, get your room reserved soon. By attending 

the convention lions and their clubs are given a great opportunity to make suggestions and express opinions in re-

gards to how your District affairs and business is administered.  
I would also like to publish a new E-Mail Address for me effective immediately it will be dthomp-

son7053@yahoo.com. The reason my e-mail is changing is that as of December 28th 2012,  I will be retiring from 

my position with the Princeton Public Utilities, so the 763-389-2252 phone number will also go away. The rest of 

my information will stay the same, Home Phone 763 631 6255, Cell phone 612 390 6742.  Mary and I wish each and 

everyone a very Joyous and Positive Holiday Season. Until next month, continue to enjoy and grow in Lionism.  

DG Dave and Mary Thompson 

CALLING ALL VETERANS!!! 
Calling ALL Veterans – The Mid-Winter Convention is just around the corner.  At the Brunch, the convention committee 

thought that it would be wonderful time to honor our 5M8 Lions that have served in the military over the years.  So, if you are a 

veteran or active duty or have a son or daughter in the military, we would love for you to show your pride and wear your uni-

form, hat, medals, or something to let us know the branch you served in.  We would not be able to do what we do as Lions, with-

out the service that you provided to keep our country safe and free.  Hope to see you standing tall for the red, white and blue on 

Sunday morning.   

         

mailto:tedlee003@hotmail.com
mailto:dthompson7053@yahoo.com
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Second Vice District Governor Duane Finger  

  Happy belated Thanksgiving. Christmas is coming soon and the shopping is in full force. Keep in mind 

the people that can’t afford Christmas. We, as Lions members and clubs, have a 

great opportunity to help others in need. Many Clubs participate in helping families, 

including my club, the Kimball Club and they have done that for some years. It is 

great to hear how the families appreciate what we do. The kids are excited, probably 

the only gifts they receive from their parents. We also provide a Christmas meal for 

the whole family.  The difficult part is finding those families in need. We talk to the 

local clergy, school officials, but our main sourses are the bus drivers. This year we 

teamed with the local fire department to raise funds for this event. We held a Okto-

berfest which raised enough money to help some families. We budget at least $200.00 for each family 

which is supplemented from our regular account. The Lions members that make the deliveries give a report 

on the results, with no names of course. It almost becomes a tear jerker on how the family reacts to the do-

nation. If you try it, it is worth the effort. For those that do this, a big Thank You to you and your clubs.  
  In February the 5M-8 convention is to be held in Hinckley. Again, we elect our next year’s Governors. 

We are in need of a 2nd Vice District Governor candidate. The office gives a person the opportunity to visit 

other clubs to see how they operate and function, plus it is the steps needed to become a Governor. You 

also become involved with the operations of the district and its functions. There are requirements you need 

to meet to be a candidate. You have to have been a Club President and A Zone Chair. Look at it this way, 

you have the privilege to be sworn into the Governors office in Hawaii with some of the expenses paid by 

the International Lions. You could be there for almost two weeks in July, 2015. If interested, your applica-

tion needs to be into Governor Dave Thompson by December 31st or contact me at fingerelec@meltel.net. 

to get started. Believe me, it is worth the sacrifice, plus every Past District Governor is willing to help you 

if you ask.  

 Hope to see you at the 5M-8 convention.  

2nd Vice District Governor Duane Finger  

November  16, 2013 

Fellow Lions 

In October we had a Training Session for 2 days  and a Council of Governors 

Meeting in Mahnomen.  The Training Session was fun and a learning experi-

ence.  The Training Team is a great group of Lions, they did an outstanding 

job in preparing all of us for our year as District Governors.   The Training is 

so much different than when Bill was a District Governor. It was not manda-

tory that the spouse be with them for the training, but now it was.   I think that 

it is great that it is mandatory to have the 1st VDGs and companions at these 

training sessions.  The group of 1st VDGs is a great bunch of Lions, and we have fun and get along with 

one another.  We lost one of our 1st VDGs through health reasons, and he passed away, which was very 

sad, he was a great Lion. 

 

In a few days Thanksgiving will be here.  I hope that each one of you will have a Happy Thanksgiving. 

 

Yours in Lionism 

1st VDG Donna Mae Landwehr 

mailto:fingerelec@meltel.net
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PLEASE REGISTER FOR THE CONVEN-

TION AND RESERVE YOUR ROOM BY 

JANUARY 11, 2013 
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Fellow Lions, 

I haven’t had many pictures or club funders announcements sent to me.  Send me your 

group pictures of club activity and club newsletters.  I will fit in what I can each month.  I 

start compiling the newsletter around the 20th of each month, so best to have your items 

into me by that time.  Club Secretaries when your club gets a new member send me the 

new Lions name and sponsor name.  

Lion Ted Peterson tedlee003@hotmail.com  

 

Publishers Corner: 

Welcome The New Members of 5M-8 
5M8 is so excited to add so many new Lions to help us “SERVE” our communities. 

Thank you for taking the time out of your busy schedule to be a part of this hard work-

ing service organization. We look forward to working with you, side by side and strive 

to make a difference in a community or world wide project to help “a person in need”. 

New Lions Sponsor Lions Club 

Scott Mueller        Nicholas Thompson    Belgrade Lions 

Donald Wiener        Robert Mathison    Belgrade Lions 

Rudy Zimmer        Dale Braeglman    Belgrade Lions 

Chad Twardowski      Denis Irsfeld    Browerville Lions 

Lynda Diedrich      Karen Ashfeld                Cold Spring Home Pride  

James Ross        Lance McDermond    Grey Eagle-Burtrum  

Steve Klapake        Steve Worms    New Munich Lions 

Terrance Kulzer        Shirley Pelz      Paynesville Lions 

Craig Thomes      Brian Torberg Richmond Lions  

Brenda Marthaler      Loretta Pogatchnik     St. Stephen Lions 

Danita Traut        Gerald Mehr      St. Stephen Lions 

Steve Schoon      Roland Johnson Upsala Lions  

IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS 
 

Arthur Smith — Princeton Lions 

Roger Nilson — Upsala Lions 

James Huber — Richardson Township Lakes Area Lions  

 

 

Please send a photo of your deceased Lions from February 

2012 to January 2013 to Lion Ted Peterson for the Mid-

Winter Convention Friday Night Necrology Service.  

tedlee003@hotmail.com  
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5M8 District Governor  

Dave Thompson 

708 4th Ave S. 

Princeton, MN  55371 

District Governor Dave’s Schedule  
December 3rd  Paynesville, Lake Henry, and Eden Valley Club Visit 

December 3rd  Mora Lions Club Visit. 

December 13th   Convention Meeting Sandstone 

December 17th   Upsala Lions Club Visit 

December 25th  Christmas 

January 1st  New Years Day  

January 4th  5M6 Midwinter Conv. Bloomington 

January 5th   5M9 Midwinter Conv. Brainerd  

January 10th   5M1 Midwinter Conv. Rochester 

January 11th  5M5 Midwinter Conv. Bloomington  

January 15th   Fairhaven, St. Augusta, Luxemburg, and Rockville Club Visit 
 

5M8 Lions Events 


