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5M-8 Flood Relief for Pine County
More than 100 families in Pine County had extensive flood damage from the major flood
that involved Duluth, Southern St. Louis County, Carlton County and Northern Pine
County. FEMA and the Pine County Sheriff’s office estimated at least $5 million damage
to homes in Pine County. Almost all of the flood victims did not have flood insurance,
and many of their homes are total losses.
DG Dave Thompson applied for an emergency grant from LCIF, and 5M-8 was awarded
$10,000 which was to be spent in 30 days. The Sturgeon Lake, Sandstone and Sandstone
Quarry Lions administered the grant.

Inside this issue:
5M8 Flood Relief for
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Letters were sent out to the affected families, and a postal card was enclosed to be returned if the victims wanted help. The cards that were returned were for 99 people, so
DG Dave Comments &
$100 was allocated per person. The victims went to the Pine City Wal-Mart on two after- Lions Leadership Inst.
noons to purchase clothes, medicine and blankets, and the Lions paid for their purchases.
There were many positive comments, and they all thanked the Lions for the help. All
who worked thought it was a real positive experience to be able to help the flood victims.
DG Dave and the three clubs in 5M-8 are grateful for the grant and assistance from
LCIF.
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District Governor Dave Thompson
Hello fellow Lions it is great to have a break in the heat for a while, hopefully it stays similar
to this for a couple of months. Waking up some morning in the last week it reminds me so
much of fall, and that excites me very much. Fall is a great time of the year Lions Clubs get
back into the regular routine of meetings and projects; this is a very satisfying occurrence for
me. As we mentioned last month our district received a emergency disaster grant from Lions
Clubs International for the Sturgeon Lake area, as you can see from the article in the newsletter, it was a very successful event. Again a big thank you to each and every Lion involved in
this great undertaking, showi how immensely We SERVE. In speaking to members involved in
the project, the recipients were very grateful and even shock at the out pouring of the Lions
organization. Remember we can use this event on a District wide basis to promote and educate
the public about Lions and what we do, don’t hesitate to use the opportunity if it arises. Also
my club visits have begun and Mary and I had a very enjoyable evening in Cold Spring hosted by the Homepride
Club, it is very humbling and gratifying to see how involved our Lions Clubs are both at a community and district
level. The Cold Spring Homepride Club demonstrates involvement in community ventures, and also at the district
and multiple level, keep up the good work. Last Tuesday evening we held our first cabinet meeting of the year, I felt
it was very successful meeting and great to see and hear about all of the activities your cabinet members have been
involved in since July 1st. You as Lions can feel very proud of the representation our district has shown and continues to show in the many areas of Lionism within the entire Lions Organization. It is very humbling to work with a
great group of Lion leaders, and members alike, as I have said before and will continue to say it is not your District
Governors or their teams that produce results it is all of us as a group working as a team that does, keep up the good
work. At the cabinet meeting it was brought to my attention that when I put together the Governors Contest I mistakenly over looked a program within our District for presentations at Club and Zone meetings. This program is the Lions Eye Glass Recycling Center, conducted by the Sauk Rapids Lions Club. I want everyone to know that it was a
total oversight on my part and I will take total responsibility for it. I know it does not make it right but this is the first
year of the program on our district level, and I just missed it when I was putting everything together, back in January
and February. Please contact the Sauk Rapids Club at Sauk Rapids Lions Club PO Box 306, Sauk Rapids, MN
56379 or, any of their officers they will be more than happy to visit your club or activities. Club Secretaries if you do
have a program presented also remember to include this on your Monthly Activity Report. I have a very busy couple
of months coming up, but would like to encourage clubs that have not taken the opportunity to schedule your club
governors visit thus far, try and accomplish that in the near future remember you can earn points in the Governor’s
Contest for both joint meetings and early scheduling. Until next month continue to RISE UP TO THE CHALLENGE, and enjoy your time with fellow lions and the community.
Thank You DG Dave and Mary Thompson
WANTED: YOU!!
FOR: AN UNBELIEVABLE OPPORTUNITY
WHAT: 2013 MD5M Regional Lions Leadership Institute
WHEN: April 18-21, 2013
WHERE: Shooting Star Convention Center in Mahnomen, MN
We are looking for Lions from your district to attend the 2013 MD5M Regional Lions Leadership Institute! Lions that are selected as participants in the Institute must be in good standing in a Lions Club and may not be a 1 st Vice District Governor, District Governor, Past District
Governor, International Director, or Past International Director.
The $150 fee for the Leadership Institute includes the cost of materials, facility, staff, and three (3) meals. Room costs and additional meals
are not included. However, a $100 rebate from MD5M, through a grant from LCI, will be given to each participant that completes the program. Participants MUST be available to attend ALL sessions beginning on Thursday evening and ending Sunday afternoon.
Each district has the opportunity to send six (6) participants; however, if other districts do not meet their allotment, your district may send
additional Lions. The Institute will have a maximum of 72 participants.
Applications are available from your District Governor or on the MD5M Website and are due (without fees) by December 1, 2012. Your District Governor will then make the final participant selection.
Institute graduates from your district will tell you that the Regional Lions Leadership Institute is beneficial for you in every facet of your life
and not just in your role as a Lion.
If you have questions concerning the Institute, please feel free to contact:
Lion Mary Ferleman – tomar73@charter.net
We look forward to giving YOU this UNBELIEVABLE OPPORTUNITY!!
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Lions;
WOW! What an exciting weekend Bill and I had at the Leader Dog School in Rochester, MI. Things sure
have changed since the last time I was there. Over the last 15 years they have done a lot of adding New
Buildings, Dog Kennels and an area for the Puppies. We met Mark Mansell who cycled across the country. He talked about his travels. His goal was to raise $35,000. When we left there on Saturday the total
was over $81,000. It is sure great that we have people get out and
raise money for a good cause.
I hope everyone is thinking about our 5M8 Mini- Forum. It will be
October 9th at Henry’s in Foley, MN. There will be great speakers
and great food, and remember, their will be awards handed out at the
forum. Do not wait to the last minute to fill out the form, and mail it
in as soon as you can. You will be receiving the form soon. Hoping
for a great turn out.
1st VDG Donna Mae

Second Vice District Governor Duane Finger

Leadership
I just received an email from Lion Joe Preston, International 2nd Vice
President, reminding all the 2nd Vice District Governors about the
Global Leadership Team , GLT. Lion Joe reminded us how important
communication can be to develop leadership from the club level to
the International level. He says, “It’s not how much you know, it’s
how much you care that develops leadership.”
What can I do as a 2nd Vice District Governor? Number 1 is to listen. Being new in this position, I listen to Governor Dave, 1st Vice
Governor Donna, and the past district governors and ask questions. They are unlimited sources of information. Sometimes, it makes wonder if I can be a successful governor. The support that our 5M-8 organization has is overwhelming and I gain more confidence every day.
Number 2 is to care. I care about you as an individual and as a team, and I will listen and try to answer
your questions. You, as a member, whether an officer or a local member, I’m here to help. If I can’t answer you questions, there is someone in the 5M-8 organization that can, and I will find the answer and
get back to you. You can email me your question or concerns anytime at fingerelec@meltel.net .
2nd VDG Duane Finger
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2013 5M-8 MID-WINTER CONVENTION

LIONS, LIONESS AND LEOS, You are invited to Grand Casino Convention Center, Hinckley, MN on February
1-3, 2013 for the annual District 5M-8 Mid-Winter Convention.
We have been meeting monthly since June to plan a great convention for you.
All rooms will be in the Grand Hinckley Inn, and the 13 hospitality rooms will be on one floor around the pool.
The manager has assured us that there will be vents in the outside doors so we can cool the pool area if it is too
warm. There will be dedicated buses to transport you to and from the Convention Center anytime you wish to go.
The room rates have been reduced to $59 on Friday night and $69 on Saturday for a standard king or double room,
and $69 and $79 for a double queen room. Suites are $88 and $98. (Add 10% tax to all room rates).
The hospitality rooms will be $200 for the two nights for a regular poolside room and $300 for Jacuzzi suites.
On Friday, the Cabinet meeting will be held at the Grand Hinckley Inn, and registration will be there starting at
noon. The Friday night meal will be on your own.
For those who stay at the Inn, there will be a continental breakfast on Saturday morning.
Registration will be at the Convention Center on Saturday and Sunday.
The Saturday luncheon speaker will be from Project New Hope, and the Sunday speaker will be from the Leos. We
are honored to have International Director David Hajny from Ennis, Montana as our keynote speaker for the Saturday banquet.
The registration form will be in the newsletters starting this month. Please reserve your room as soon as possible.
We look forward to your presence at Grand Casino, Hinckley on February 1-3, 2013.
The Sandstone Lions, Sandstone Quarry Lions and Sturgeon Lake Lions, Convention Hosts

IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS
Daniel B Piechocki — Eden Valley Lions
Denis Doll – Richmond Lions
Robert R Davis — Little Falls Lions
Earl J Mueller - St. Cloud Lions
Brigitte Skillings — Long Prairie
Lions Joan L Tholl – St Stephen Lions
Wilfred H Middendorf — Melrose Lions
Douglas A Silvan — Sandstone Lions
Denise Marks — Onamia Lions
Lois M Nordin — Sandstone Quarry Lions
Henry Jigger Cornelius — Pine City Lions
Thomas Burowski — Sauk Rapids Lions
Jerome Hoff — Princeton Lions
Cy Reinert – Sauk Rapids Riverside Lions
Greg Ziemkowski – Richardson Township Lakes Area Lions

(Please send a photo of your deceased Lions from February 2012 to January 2013 to Lion Ted Peterson
tedlee003@hotmail.com for the Mid-Winter Convention Friday Night Necrology Service.)
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What’s Happening Around the District

Cold Spring Lions President
Rose Keul, Commander Mark
Cervantes of Cold Spring VFW
Post 6915, District Governor
Dave Thompson
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Cold Spring Lions President Rose
Keul, District Governor Dave

IPDG Sandy Sandwick passes
Charlie to DG Dave Thompson

At Right: 2VDG Duane Finger, IPDG
Sandy Sandwick, Sandstone Quarry
Lions President Mary Thorvig working
at the Lions Booth at the state fair.
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MD5M Executive Secretary Lion Bob Harms setting up for his
road trip from the Canadian border to the Iowa State line. 484.7
miles trip on a Toro riding lawn mower.

Welcome The New Members of 5M-8
5M8 is so excited to add so many new Lions to help us “SERVE” our communities.
Thank you for taking the time out of your busy schedule to be a part of this hard working service organization. We look forward to working with you, side by side and strive
to make a difference in a community or world wide project to help “a person in need”.
New Lion
Brian R Vanderweyer
Denise Vanderweyer
Sean Schlangen
Stacy Fales
Jeffrey Lindgren
Joseph Luedtkle
Ron Bertram
Chris Welle
Barbara Thyr
Ryan DesMarais
Ray Moshier
Theresa Geers

Sponsor
Club Name
Steve Traeger
Duelm Area Lions
Cheryl Traeger
Duelm Area Lions
Barry Albright
Eden Valley Lions
Robert Kromer
Finlayson-Giese Lions
Robert Kromer
Finlayson-Giese Lions
Robert Kromer
Finlayson-Giese Lions
Jesse Job
Freeport Lions
Dennis Heidgerken Freeport Lions
Shari Woelfle
Isle Lions
Keith Markwardt Kimball Lions
Gil Wagner
Little Falls Lions
Shirley Peiz
Paynesville Lions

New Lion

Sponsor

Club Name

Mary Nelson Renee Hegg Randall-Cushing Little Elk Lions
Donna Williams Robert Hines Randall-Cushing Little Elk Lions
Michael Willemsen
John Blackmore
Sauk Rapids Lions

Publishers Corner:
Fellow Lions,
The new Lion year is a month in now and club officers are installed, Zone Chairs should
be announcing the first meeting soon. Send me your group pictures of club officers, club
activity pictures and club newsletters. I will fit in what I can each month. I start compiling
the newsletter around the 20th of each month, so best to have your items into me by that
time. Club Secretaries when your club gets a new member send me the new Lions name
and sponsor name.

Lion Ted Peterson
9

tedlee003@hotmail.com
5M8 The Siren Sound

s

“Imagine Peace” is the theme for the
2012-2013 Lions Clubs International Essay Contest
The Lions Clubs International Essay Contest along with the Peace Poster Contest has the theme of
“Image Peace”. This contest is open to children who will be 11, 12 or 13 by November 15th, who are
considered visually impaired according to their national guidelines. Lions clubs are the only club
that can sponsor this contest. The contest may be sponsored in schools, youth organizations and individuals may be sponsored as well by their local Lions club. Essays must be no longer the 500
words which is typed in black and doubled spaced. The deadline of these essays must be postmarked
by November 15th and mailed to District Governor Dave Thompson ((708 4th Ave S, Princeton, MN
55371). The Essay Contest Entry Form can be found in this newsletter. Please consider sponsoring
a child that is visually impaired to help them accomplish something great. As Helen Keller said, “I
long to accomplish a great and noble task, but it is my chief duty to accomplish small tasks
as if they were great and noble.”
If you have any questions, here is the contact information for the essay contest:
Fax: (630) 571-1685 Email: pr@lionsclubs.org with “Lions Essay Contest” in the subject line

5M8 Peace Poster Chair Lion Donna Orstad

orstadacres@dishmail.net

“Imagine Peace”
“Imagine Peace” is this year’s theme for the 25th Annual Lions International Peace Poster Contest.
This contest is open to students that are the age of 11, 12 or 13 by November 15th. This contest encourages
your people worldwide to express their visions of peace. For 25 years, more than four million children
from over 90 countries have participated in the contest. The kits are on sale now until October 1st from the
Club Supplies Sales Department at International Headquarters. The kits will include the following: Official club contest guide & rules, Official school or youth group contest guide & rules, participant flyer,
sticker for the back of the winning poster, and certificates for contest winner. The cost of the kit is $10.95
plus shipping and handling. Please consider sponsoring a youth group in your area, what better way to get
involved with the youth in your community and have a chance to see what the youth can teach us with their
ideas of “Imagine Peace”! Order your kits now and get started – the winning poster from your group
must be postmarked by November 15th and sent to District Governor Dave Thompson (708 4th Ave S,
Princeton, MN 55371) to be considered for the Multiple District contest. Have fun and start grooming our
youth to be future LIONS!!!
Here is the information you will need to get started, or if you have any other questions or requests:
Public Relations Department, Lions Clubs International, 300 W 22nd Street, Oak Brook, IL 60523-8842
Phone: (630) 468-6845
Fax: (630) 571-1685
E-mail: peaceposter@lionsclubs.org
5M8 Peace Poster Chair Lion Donna Orstad
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5M8 District Governor
Dave Thompson
708 4th Ave S.
Princeton, MN 55371

5M8 Lions Events
District Governor Dave’s Schedule
Aug 28th
Aug 31st
Sept. 10th
Sept 11th – 16th
Sept 14th
Sept 25th
Oct 3rd
Oct 8th
Oct 9th
Oct 17th
Oct 19th-20th
Oct 21st
Oct. 23rd
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Governor’s Visit
State Fair Booth
Governor’s Visit
USA Canada Forum
Convention Meeting
Governor’s Visit
50th Anniversary
Governor’s Visit
Mini Forum
Convention Meeting
Council of Governors
Diabetes Symposium
Governor’s Visit

St. Cloud Sauk Rapids
St. Paul
Ramey Morrill
Tampa Bay Florida
Sandstone
Lincoln Scandia Valley
Sandstone Lions
Staples
Foley
Sandstone
Mahnomen
St. Paul
Sandstone
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